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the duties of Married 
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| By performing whereof, eMarria ge /hall | 


#4 , | 
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aretobe ſold at his ſhop at the entrance intothe 
' Royall Exchange, 1617. 


| bappineſſe. We make bitter ſawce, and cry ont that the meate is 


. tndeede attuzlly, by direfting the married to the knowledge and 
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To the Reader. L 


Hriſtian Reader ; Moe 
= hath ſcarſe more that uſe, then that 

N Py d; FN accuſe:ir, Moſt men enter intothis 
CCM BA ON] eftare', andbeeing entred complaine 
7 eB therof. They ſhould rather complame 
- Nl of themſelues. It is an vninſt thing, 
Al 4114 a freit of ignorant pride, to caft 
| the blanse of our greenances vpon 
—_——C_— ' Gods ordinances . 1 had bene happie 
| { ſaith one) had I no: bene marricd. Then waſt thow fooliſh both 
| before and ſince thy marriage. Uſe it well, it ſhall adde to thine 


| bitter. Thou lineſt in Matrimony not after Gods direltion, but 
i the rules (crooked rules they be) of thine owne luſts, and then ſay- 
| eſt, Oh that 1 had newer married, Ohthat 1 were unmarried . 
For ſhame keepe ſilence, thy crying ſhewes thy diſeaſe. «Thou art 
indeed married to an ill companion (thy wicked fleſh, that body of 


death, that old buſband) and art peſtered with its brood, and nci- | 


; ther ſcekeft a dinorce fromthe tyrant nor endeanoureft'to crucify 
the wicked off-ſpring thereof. Hence are thy woes ; not thy Huſ- 
, band, not thy Wife, but thy pride, thy paſſion, cauſe all this an. 
; 70yance, all this diſcontentment . 1 labour in this little Treatiſe 
ro pled the canſe of marriage : not ſo much direitly in ſpeech, as 


Prattiſe of their duties, which would mend all. Theſe whatſoener 
' 14% ard woman indeuonr to follow, if they prone not marriage a 
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Theſe ings 7 commend to thine underſtanding, to thy life :/ 
| ofe them, and then ſay how thou ſpeedeſt, 1 intended them at 44 

fora few, and now commupicate them to many, It is no vnchari- 
| rable (1 am: ſure) I hope,no unprofitable deed. 1 deſire thou ſhoul- 
|! deſÞ make ſome wſe of them, therefore T rake thems publicke > if | 
| {vor bee ignorant and complaine ftill. I meane them not to the | 
learned; that can fide out better d:re(tions for thewſelnes, but 
! ro thoſe whoſeplace 15 not too goed to learne of the meaneſt Tea- 
| cher : even unto men of the ſame ranke, as they for the moſt part 
iwere, to whom I ſþhe them. If this workeprofite, I am glad, 
then I know it ſhallpleaſe : howſoener, thou baſt it Reader, and 
better ſhouldſ# hae had, if my ſtore affoorded any better, 

1! » I hope thou wilt not blame me for. meaning well, 

ith  * anddoing noharme. So] commend. 
YN” thee tothe Lord, © 
Banburie, Auguſt 20, 160-8, 


Thine intheLord, 
| W. I. 
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A BRIDEBVSH: 
_- eA Wedding Sermon, 


OR 


a F it were not growne out of cn- | 
11 ſftometo preach without a text, 
I ſkould thinke that the reef? 


| ture, No one place of Scripture | 
doth either directly containe, or 
plainly exprefle the full ducic of 


the married couple : which yet 
from many places may well bee 


— ———— 


—_— wo 


Ml courle for meetings of thisna- |. 


colle&ed into the body of one ditcourte. But le(tI ſhould } 
ſceme to affeQ nouelty, in recalling the long diſuted pra- | 
Riſe of antiquity, I will make the ground ot allmy fpcech, |. 
thoſe words of the Apoſtle Paul, Ephel. 5. 23, where kce : 
ſaith, | 


The H uſband ;5 the wines head. 


| FE e compariſon which the holy Ghoſt heere vſerh, at- 

fords this generallpointy That there is a mutuall bond 
of duty Randing betwixt man and wife. They are indebxed | 
 eachtootherin areciprocalldebr. Theparcels and ſpeci- 
als of which debr, Iam at this time to declare ynto youtor 
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the direion of all ſuch as either arc or ſhall beentred into } 
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[bf our »wac and your memories, theſe duties are all oftwo 
kinds. Some be principall, ſome leſſe principall.Principall 
{ rerme thole, by che breach whereof this knot is difſolued 
and quite vndone: and which being obſerued(other fmal- 


Pr 


] on both ſides. 


3 Theſe maine dutics are two. The firſt is, the chaſte 
keeping of cach ones body each for other. The Busband 
"mult not dare to giue himſelte co any woman in this world 
bur to his wife; nor the wife to company wjthany vadcr 


| heauen beſides her ownehusband. Againſt which duty if | 


cither ofthem ſhall offend, the party ſo rranſgreſſing, hath 
committed adultery, broken the couenant of God, remoo- 
| ved the yoke from the yoke feilowes neck;and Jaide him- 
ſelfe open (if the Magiſtrate did as Gods law commands) 


Deur, 21, 23. | fo the bloody ſtroke of a violent death, 


Bur ifit be demanded, whether the ou wronged may 
{awfully admic the other party againe, after the offence 
knowne : I anſwer,that incaſe the manor woman haue of- 
uiced, ſhall by manifeſt ourward tokens, teſtific his or 
her repentance, and fure deſire of amendment, then it is 
| rzcet and conuenient that this offence bee by the yoke-fel- 
, low paſſed by : for the loue of the married couple ſhoutd 
be very feruent and abundant, and therefore able to paſſe 


__ P-+ O . 
' ife conſcience be done, And wereade not of any expreſſe 


| commandement which enioynes a finall ſeparation, But 
 againe Ifay, that in caſe the party tranſgretſing, ſhall con- 
' tinue in the begunne faulr, - and declare himſelfe irrefor- 
: mable, the party thus iniuried is bound in conſcience both 
'tocomplaine of the finne, and ſeparate himſelfe vtterly:for 

no man muſt make himſelfe a ember of an harlot,nor wo- 
\ man of an whore-maſter, The chiefe thing therefore that 


, married people muſt take heed of, is this, leſt by any means 


| by great, yearhe greateſt wrongs, ſo farre as it may with 


| 2 Nowthat we may proceed inſome order for the help 


ſer infirmities nor withſtanding) the bond cemaines entire 


fended once or (o, through,infirmity, and yet becing con-- 
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| pon theſe ſcorchingcoales. And for the principall dutie ſo 
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they ſhould ſo farre offend God , negle theirpublick co- 
ucnant, wrong their yoke-fellow, ſ:andalize the Church, 
pollute their bodies, and adventure their ſoules ro damna- | 
tion, as to follow ſtrange fleſh, and receiue vnto the vie of 


their bodies any beſides themſclues, whom God hath cou- | 


pled together,and ſanCtified one for another. Yet not alone 
the groſſeat of adultery, bur all ſuch ouer-familiar and 


light bchauiours, as may giue either occaſion or ſuſpiti- 
on of an euill meaning, mu 


| be by them forborne & ſhun- 
ned; alwayes bearing in minde the graue ſpeech of wiſe 
Salemon, | Whoſoener toxcheth her (ſpeaking of his neighbors 
wife ) /hall not.be inzocent. | Letno man therfore, let no wo. 
man take this burning fire into their boſomes, or walk vp- 


much, 


4+ The next is cohabitation or dwelling together,enioi- 
ned in expreſle termes tothe husband by the Apoſtle Peter 
(who bids him, Dwell with his Wife ) and therefore by good 
conſequent extending to her alſo: for who can dwel with 
a woman that will runne from him? And the Apoſtle 'Pasl 
commands the husband to giue vnto the wife duc beneuo- 
lence, and the wife to giue the ſame to the husband; which 
cannot be without this cohabitation: yea, he eſpecially for- 
bids them to defrandeach the other , unleſſe it be by conſent, and 

erwards to come togetber-againe, Which doth neceffarily 
import the abode in one home. So that the married man or 
woman may not abide or dwell where each ofthem plea- 


i. 


ſeth, but they muR haue the ſame habitation as one bodie. | 


Ideny nor, that the {cruiceof the countrey, and needefull 


privatcaffaires,may cauſe iuſt departure for (cuen)a long | 


time : but a wilfull and angry ſeparation of begs or houſes 
muſt not be tollerated. And if it fo fall out, that cither par 
tie doe frowardly.and peruerſty withdraw him or herſelfe 


from this matrimoniall ſociety (which fault is tearmed Ce- 


ſertion) the manor womanthus off :nding, doth io far yio-. 
late the couenant of marriage, that (the thing bemg found 
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incureable,chrongh the obltinacie of that party; after wh. 
carehad to recreſſe it)the other is looſedfrom the former 
band,and may lawfully (after an orderly proceeding with 
the Church or Magiſtrate in that behalſe) joyne himor 
herſelfe ro another, Of which there is very great reaſon. 
Firlt, becanſe ſuch a ſeparation is a wilful fruſtrating of the 
proper purpoſe & end of matrimony, annihilating the ſame 
through his default and hnnefulneſſe {euen preſumptuous). 
which is found guilty, and for this caufedeſerueth (yea 
conftraineth) thar hee ſhould bee reiefted, as no longer a 
yoke-fcllow. Secondly, becaule ſuch vnfaithfull deſercion. 
is almoſtnener ſeparated from adultery, as the Apolile in- | 
timateth in the focenamed place, faying, Leſt Satar rempr | 
3ou for your incontinency. Hee doth vaauojdably caſt himſelfe 


| ypon vneleanneſle that ſo Iciwdly caſts off marriage, which 


he might auoide. And for this matter, wee haue receyued | 
cleare direCtion from the holy Ghoſt by the Apoſtle, who | 
ſaith, [f the vnbeleener depart , let. bim depart : a brother or a ſi- | 
feer 15 10t bonnd in ſach thing, ln which words, he permits not 


fault ypon him alone, and after frees the other party from | 
the band by which he or fhee was formerly ried : as if hee 
had ſaide; If he will needes be gone, let him; -and'trouble 
not. your ſelues about it, the ſin lyes wholly vpon his owne 
ſoulc. A Chriſtian man or woman , when caſes of this na- 
ture fall out, is no longer tied to the former couecnant, nor 
ro the former partie, which hath himſelfe firſt broken it. 
Neither +s this any whit contrary to that of our Saujour, 


; 


! who forbids a man to piit away his wife & marry another, 


vnleſle it be for adultery, For we allow not to him orher, 
any {uch liberty of putting away,but vpon thet only caufe. 
Yer1fheor ſhe be wrongfully putaway (the yoke-fellow 
withdrawing himor herfelfc out of the way, ſo that there 
be no hopeto recall them, or elfe rot returning vpon good 


perſwaſion or meanesvſed) we yeelde with the Apoſile, a 
freedome totheparty ſo wronged-, Any thefe rhings you 
ſee may well ftand together. No manimay lawfully fortake | 


a A. ——— — —_— hy _—_— 
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to the vnbcleeuer ſuch ſeparations as lawfull, butcafts the | 
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| bis wife, nor the wife the husband (bur in caſe of adultery) 
| to marry another; and yet any man or woman, being, 
'| wrongfully forſaken by his or her yoke-fellow , may law- 
fully then marry another, as being disburdened of thefor- | 
| mer yoke, without any finne, on their parts, in that thing, 
| procuring it. Onely weprofeſle, that in caſes of this na- 

rure, a iuſt and orderly courſe mult bee taken. _ one 
{ may not headdily, and vpon aſudden, carue to themlelues: 
bur ſeeke direion, and craue helpe from the Church and 
Magiſtrate, whoſe dutie bindes them to prouide remedy 
| fortuch inconueniences. So that this thing alſo muſt bee 
{ diligently auoided by married people, thazthey doe.never | 
| ypon occaſion of diſcontentment,or the like, abſent rhem- 
ſelues, or runne away from each other; which to doe, were 


ti... 
—_—— 


—— 


| them, and ro ſeparate thethings which God (and man by 
Gods allowance ) had comoyned. Yea, they muſt nor-a-/| 
lone DLeware of making 2a verer rent and torall breach in 
thcir fociety,bur aoid alſo thoſe ſmaller iarres and cracks, 
} that make way thereunto, They .mutt nor through paſſho- 
| nate faliings our, and proud diſtaſting of each others be- 
| hautour, (eparate houſe, bed or table, no not for a ſhort 
ſpace. They muſtnor ſecke occaſions of long and need- 
 leſle abfence;through careleſneſle or ſlight reſpeR each of | 
| other, or following vaine pleaſures and company-keeping | 
{ abroad. For, isitnot.a madaes to procure a trangenefſe 
berwixtthemſclues,. which ought ro' bee'moſt familiar ? 
(; And were:itnot berter,not to depart,than tomakean open 
tarre of chat which might haue beene priuacely reconciled? 


is. Andforthe maine-and principall duties required in 
maircimeny; vir. chattity and-cohabutation; ſomnuch,* The 
| leſle principall follow, ro which, men and women'are in- 
deee bound by rheir promiſe and vow, but yet norwith ſo 
| michfirictnes; thatany offencein them Mould maketthe | 
| former bargaigrecvoide: wants intheſe thacters; doe Arctch | 
the cord of matriragiry; aad'grue (as may Ray) «fore gird | 
+ *: Frog B | 
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| co vntie that knot , Which God before had knit betwixr | 
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vnto it , but breake it not; onely they breake Gods 
Commaundement exceedingly , that haue not in theſe 
chings alſo great care to confirme that ynion , which 
ſhould bee made indiffoluble, by their diligence. Now 
theſe alfo are of two forts, whereof the firſt reſpeterth 
their ordinary ſociety ; the ſecond looketh to the ſocie- 
ty of the marriage-bed. Againe, thoſe which concerne 
Tubee ordinary ſociety , are of two ſorts : Some bee mu- 


| ruall, pertayning to both: others ſpeciall pertayniog to 


eyther of them, 


6. The mutuall therefore ( that wee may ſpeake of 


| them in order ) are requyred both of man and wife, 
| though not in an equall meaſure of both. For in all 


theſe common duties, the husband ſhould bee moſt a- 
bundant, knowing that more of euery grace is looked 
for from him , then from the weaker veffell. Wee-eall 
them not therefore common or muruall , becaufe boch 
ſhould haue. a like quantity of them; but becauſe borh 
muſt haue ſome of all , and the husband- moſt of all. 
And for theſe common duties , you muſt know in gene- 
rall, that whatſocuer is'requyred of all men and women, 
generally towards other , by the Law of Chriſtianity and 
Charity, as they bee men and neighbors; the ſameis in an 
higher degree and larger meaſure requyred from the 


looke what the Law of Loue or Religion bids thee per- 


thee much more diligently and carefully to performe ro 
thy y oke-fellow. The necrer ban1 of matrimony weakens 
not, but confirmes the more common of humanity. Bur 
it ſhalbe necdfult more particukrly to deſcribe theſe com- 


| mon dutics. 


owe in. common ; firſt loue; ſecondly, faithfulnefle and 
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| 


2 "1 . « * " 
forme to any perſon, as a man or Chriſtian , that. it bindes 


| 7. They bee of two kindes : The former reſpecting. 
| themlelues ; the latter their families, Vnto themſclues they. 


| 
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husband toward the wife; and from hes-to- him. So that | 
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helpefulneſſe ; ioyned together, a faithfull helpefulneſſe, 
and an helpefull faichfulnefſe. As for loue, it is the life, 
the ſoule of marriage, without which it is no more it ſelfe, 
than a carcaſe is aman ; - yea, it is vncomfortable , miſc. 
 rable , and a liuing death. For this, all muſt labour, as 
all will yeeld, that take marriage vpon them, The want 
| of this, cauſech defeQiueneſle in 2ll, other duties : the 
abundance of it , ſupplyeth what is wanting in the 
reſt. Loue ſeaſons and ſwectens all eſtates :. Loue breakes 
off, and compoſeth all controuerſies: Loue over-ruleth 
all affeQions, it ſquareth all a&ions ; in a word, it is the 
King of the heart, which, where it preuaylech, marri- 
agc isit ſelfe indeede, viz. apleaſing combination of two 
perſons, into one home, one purſe, one heart, and one 

fleſh. But to commend it , and the good effects of ir, 
( which all doe confeſſe ) were needlefſe paynes. Letvs | 
rather ſhewe what a kinde of louc ir muſt bee, and how ir 


may bee gotte'l. 


A... 


8, This loue therefore which wee ſpeake of, muſt | 
bee firſt ſpiricuall, then matrimoniall. ' Spirituall I ſay, | 
thatis, grounded principally vpon the Commaunde- 
ment of God that requyres it, (for I ſpeake of Chriſti- 
ans ) not vpon the face , favour, proportion , beauty, 
| dowrie, nobility, gifts or good parts of himor her, to 
whom it is due : for that natucall loue which builds it 
ſcife vpon ſuch ſandy conſiderations, as the fore-na- 
med, will cither bee blowne downe by ſome ſtorme 
or tempeſt of diſpleaſure, or fall of it ſelfe, or elſe de- 
generate into icaloufie , the moſt deuovring and fret- 
ting canker that can harbour in a married perſons 
breſt : bur ſpirituall loue, that lookes vpon God, reſts 
vpon his will, yeeldes to his Commaundement, and re- 
ſolues to obey ic, cannot change it ſelfe , becauſe the 
cauſe thereof is vnchangeable. Thou loueſt thy Wife, | 
for that ſhee is fairc, well-ſpoken, courteous, of good 


feature, brings much ,, and is buſwifely, Ir is well. 
B 2 Bur 


—— 


os RI WE 
— ___Gl_zÞw_wdwt..4 hed. At. A___t Re eo > ———_—_—_—_——__ 


(Con —_— 


———_—— 


_ AA TEND ts at EN WEI 
— I Q———__——_ ——— 


buſp,or « daing Sermon. 
CR 


for this were to admir the defire of changing, which cannot 


{ Burt what will become of thy loue, when all thoſe things | 
| faile, as all may, themoſt'muft faile > Thou louelt thine 

husband, becauſe hee is a proper man, and hath an aGtjue 
and able body, is of good health, wit , carriage; becauſe 
tiee is kinde, lowing , of faire condition, vſeth thee ell. 
But where ſhall we finde thy loue, if an alteration come to - 
thele things, as to.all earthly things jt may come? Loe 
then how there is no conſtancy or firmitude m other cau- 
| ſes. But he which loues his wife, and ſhee which loves her 
| husband, becauſe God: hath ſo bidden; the maker of all 
things hath enjoyned it, the Lordand Maſter of the heart, 
who alone may command the very affections, appoints ir 
ſo; ſhall finde his or her loue laſting and durable, as God 
alters not, and his Law continues alwayes the ſame, This 
right foundation of loue, is Gods: Commandement , and 

then it is ſpirituall when built vpon this rocke, | 


9. It muſt be alſo matrimoniall : Wee are to loue our 
friends, our kindred, our neighbours, yea forreiners , and 
onr yerer enemies , cuen all men euery-where : but the 
nuptiall loue of yoke-fellowes, is a ſpeciall and peculiar 
loue, farre more deare and inward than all , or any of all. 
theſe, It is the fixing of their hearts in the good liking each 
of other, as the onely fit and good match that could bee 
found vnder the Sunne for them. The husband muſt reſt 
his heart in his wife, as the beſt wife that the world could 
have yeelded him, The wife mutt ſettle her very ſoule vp- 
on her husband, as the beſt husband that might haue beene 
had among(t men for her. Thus doing, they ſhould loue 
| perfeRly ; thus firiuing to: doe;, they loue incirely, They | 
may lawfully thinke others better men or women, but none 
a better pobband or wifefor them than their yoke-fellow: 


Rand with true love. Who wonld change his Childe with | 


any man? Every mans oavne {on pleaſeth him beft, though 


| the wife. They therefore that are Rtill vpbraiding each 


perhaps his qualities difpleaſe ; fo ſhould the husband , fo 


other'| 


td — 


” Om. oo 
— —_ 


? Di 


——_____— 


4 


| 


| 


1 


firſt is, that they take ſpeciall notice of Gods gracious pro- 


this meanes adde a {ſecond ( which will alſo further vinto 4 
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other with the by-paſt matches , which they might, or 
ſhould haue had, love not ſoundly, though-they may ſmile 
yponeach other, Marriage-loue admits of no equall, bur 

laceth theyoke-fellow next .of all to the ſoule of the par- 
ty louing; it will know none dearer,none ſodeare. And o 
this quality is'the loue-we require, | 


BP" 


10. But how ſhall one that wants this loue, attaine 
Ir, and he which hath ſome portionthereof, gaine a larger 
increaſe? Janſwere, there bee two things which will euen 
cement and glewthe foules of man and wife together ; the 


uidence, for good in their match, They which looke to 
God as the match-maker , and that in fauour take cach o- 
ther as loue-rokens from Bcaucn,and therefore cannor but 
toue that well, which comes as a ligne of his favour, whom 
they firiue ro love aboue all. Bur they which ſce nor his 
hand mercifully coupling them in this fellowſhip , mult 
needes fall out ſpeedily , ſecing they want this third thing, 


3s it were the ligament and juncture of their affections. A 


matter of ſmall value is not ſmally rc!|pe&ed,when it comes 
in good-will, from a grear friend, and dearc withall, Hee | 
that loues the giuer, will loue Fis gitt alſo , though not fo | 
retious : Sothe husband or wite. trough not ofthe bel} 
parts, ſhalbe deare to the yoke-fellow that loues God, if 


he or ſhe reſolue in their hearts, God in great goodnefle | 


hath beſtowed this man or woman vpon mee. Yea, ſay hee 
or ſhe be ſomewhat froward and ſullied ( 2s I way fay) 
with ill conditions,the dearene!ſe of the viuer wil counter- 
vaile ſome blemiſhes in the gift. Say tie Lord did corre 
thee, in giving thee this hnsband, this wife: It was in fa- 
uour, and for thy good. Canſt thou chuſe bur kifſe an 
loue euen the rod that comes from a fathers hand? But to 


this ) and loue ſhall grow withour faile : Ler married cou- 


) 


ples ioyne together in priuat prayer.good conference,(jng. 
ing of Pſalmes, and other hke religious excrcites berwixr 
B73 them- 
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| themfſelues alone. S. Peter would not haue the prayers of 
the married interrupted : for hee knew full well, chat cheſe 
werethe beſt meanes of nouriſhment to their loues. In 
theſe things, the bright beames of Gods Image will ſhine 
forth, whichhaue power to make them amiable each to o- 
ther. Heere they ſhall bring ſo much profite and good to 
cach others ſoule, cucnto their owne feelings, as will efle- 
Ctually provoke their affections Wi mutually ferucnt. 
Heere they (hall ſce themlelues to bee children of the ſame 
father,ſeruants of one M aſter, trangers of one Councrey,& 
Pilgrims trauailing both to one & rhe {ame home. So when 
the ſudden land-floud of youthfull & violent affeQtions are 
quite dryed vp , theſe fountaines of ſpirituall loue, which 
prayer, and other exerciſes of Religion ſhall haue digged, 
will Bill runne with a more moderate and ſober, bur. yer 
morclaſting and conſtant treame. Let them ſeaſon their 
naturall ſociety with this ſpirituall communion, in the ſc- 
cret ſeruing of God, and they ſhall auoyde the ſurfer of 


ſatiety, which choaketh loue, Religion will knit the. 
hearts of ſtrangers faſt in one, making them deare to each 
other euer after , that for the ſpace but of one moneth or 
-weeke,ſhall converſe and oy a rogerher in the ſame; how 


much more effcctuzall will it bee to falten their ſoules that 
are tyed wich ſo many and perpetuall bandes beſides ? 
Therefore to you ali that are , to you that fhall bee hus- 
bands and wiues, bee this deliuered as a direction ; which 
if you faile toobſerne, you heare without profite, Pray 
together one wich and for another in {ecret; confzrre,reade 
the Word of Go( together, and ſing Plalnes alone: this 
will ſoriver your hearts, that no contention ſhall diſſeuer 
them. For if you doe fall to ſome actions of vnkindnefſle, 
when you meecte together againe in prayer, in ſtead of faul- 
ting each other, the husband will blame himi{clie, the wife | 
herſelſe : ſhe comming in Gods preſence, wil ſeethe greats | 
nelſe of her owne finnes, hee of his, and then the offences | 
one.of another ſhall appeare but ſmall. Thus they ſhall 


bee aſhained after to iarte,, conlideiing tacy muſt ſname 
| ; them-| 
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themſelues before God for iarring : ſo that if any grudge 
ariſe, prayer will heale and compole the ſame , that it doe\ 
| not ſeſter, rankle, or grow to a continued hard conceite. 

| And let every man aske counſel| of his owne heart , if the | 
| tirtle praying together of husbands and wiues, the ſeldoipe 

joyning together in any good excrciſes , be not the true 
| cauſe of their little Joue, Fond hee or ſhee may bce, 
that pray not betweene themſclucs , louing they can. | 


not be, 


11, And forthe firſt common dutie thus much . The 
| lomors fayth , that the Husbandes heart may truſt in his | 
7ife, It ſhee bee a good White, ſhee nuſt bee truſlic 
to him, how much more hee to her ? Hee ſayrh alfo, | 
that ſhee will doe him good all the dayes of her life. It was | 
the ende of her creation to bce an helper : hee muſt 
bee a greater helper to her, and doe more good , by 
how much his place is better. Now theſe rwo gra- 
ces are well vnited , when they bec carcfull , not to 
doe themfelues, or ſuffer ( through their careleſnefſe, 
| or wittingly ) to bee done by any other, any manner 
| of hurt each to other ; and when they bee diligent, | 
ſo farre as in themlyes , to doe, and procure by others 
to bee done, all good one to .another. Now, man 
and wife muſt bee thus faithfull , and helpefull ; ff | 
| ro each others foule, in wite and due care, ro healc| 
each others faults, and chiefly to prevent the ſame, 
Tf the Husbard liue in any grcfle finne, the Wife muſt 
tabour by all kinde, louing, and Chriftian meanes to draw | 
him our of it: which,if her own skjll faile roeffeR,ſhe mult 
proment 9 TE for his ſoule, as {he would doe for h:s 

ody,being lick & diſeaſed. Only, if afterall good meane: |: 
vied,he proue adog,a ſwine,that priits & barks, & regard 
| No admonitio,ſhe hath now diſcharged her duty, & for the | 
| reſt, muſt wait and pray to God, the great Phyſician of the | 
| Dn ſoule, . 
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ſoule co redcefle rhe marter,enioying tillin the meane this 
-{ comfort,that ſhe hath vſcd the beſt meanes with faithful- 
nes to.procure-his awendmen;, And ſo mult the husband 
alſo deale with the wife : yea, they muſt borh obicrue the 
dyet, temper, and conſticution ( as I nay ſpeake ) of each 
others ſoule, till they perceiue what infirmitics they be ſpe- 
cially incliacd and {ubiect vnto,that ſo hee may with-draw 
from her, ſne trom him, all occaſions and prouocations to 
chat euill, and ſhun all occaſions that might cauſe them fo 
to ouer-ſhoot chemſclues. And againe, that they may ap-- 
ply all meanes to weaken and hinder the ouer-flowing of 
{uch faults, and to ſtay them from extremity , if they. haue 
begunne to ſlip therein, They muſt labour to be thus ac- 
uainted with the diſeaſes and Gifternperatures of one a- 
s hearts, nat to vpbraide, not to diſgrace, notto vi- 
lite, but ho helpe and ſupport one another , by diligent a- 
uoyding all chings, which will cauſe ſuch cuils ro 6d 
out, and/viing whatſoeuer will heale or mitigate the ſame. 
they delerue tO bee condemned as treacherous and | 
yntruſty to on2 another , that for their owne eaſe ſake,will 
quiecly permit their yoke-fcllowes tg ileepe in any finne al- 
molt, Lerthe ſoule of tae husband be infected with ſwea- 
ring, with breach of the Savbath, with yniuſtice, or an 
ſuch like; the wife feares an angry paſſion, it ſhe ſhould ad- 
| moni{h him, and holds her peace ; and fo,deales he ſome- 
times wich her. Is not this ta betray one another to the di, 
 ucll, and damnation ? to'fufter one, another goe.to hell in 
viet? Andthey,be allo mnit harmcfull and miſchieuous 
yoke-tellowes,that are ready to fpy into the frailcies of one 
anocher, wit) an cuill and malicious eye., to vpbraide, to 
prouoke, to vexe qe .another. lt hee peccrjue his' wie ro 
bee paſſionately, inclined, hee. is in heate, and will doe this 
and chis ro vexc her; ſhee alto will doc {o,and io, to, anger 
him: ſo that whar infirmitics they efpy,. as it were gawled | 
places,qr {ores,qne-vpan another,they louety fict, clixie & 
rubdeths lame ,and make them worſe, $orry helpe- i 46 | 
tnatiuch perſoasafforde vnro the, (oules of their married 
| | | compa-\ 
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| this way beſtowed ( with wiſedome, and according to his 


| chatbeinward infuch a degreeſecke todefacetheir rjames. 
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companians. But they muſt be helpefull alſo , and faithful 


coſt or paines (to their power ) to procure whatlocuer dy= 
et, Phylick,or other-like neceſſaries,may make for the pre. 


ſeruing ofhealth, and preuenting or remedying of ficknes. | 


He muſt not thinke any paines or charges too much, thar is 


power)vpon her;notſhe,which is ſpentivps him. They muſt 
autoide that niggardice, which poſleſſeth many folks harts, 
chatrhey cannot finde in their hearts to allow one another, 
fire, candle, food connenient, or tkeexpence of Phyficke, 
wheniſicknelſe commeth.” This isnot to behelpfnll, bur to 
doe harme rather : and argues a moſt ynlouing diſpofition, 
Thirdly, they muſt bee careful of others good name, that 
they preſerue ir by honeſt ſecrecie and concealemem.Fhey 
muſt ſhunne, as a monſtrous treacherie , the publiſhing of 


one anothers faults and frailties, or the diſcouering of one | 


anothers ſecrets ; I meane thoſe things , which, in hope of 
priuacie , they haue communicated one to another.” The 
wife is worthy all hard meaſure, chat ſpreads abroad euery 
thing which ſher ſees amiffe in her husband, fill complay- 
ning and crying out in cuery company , whar an ill match 


he hath met withall. And that husband cannor be requi- 


red with bad vſage ſufficiently anſwerable to his deſerts, | 


that catyfinde almoſt noneother talke, but what a bad wife 


| heharh light vpon. Theſe bee ilt birds, char defile'their | 


owneneſts, and franticke folke, that vncouer each others. 
nakednes, and throw dirt in each others fates. When man 
and wife fall to peaching, whar ſoule loathes jr nor? If they | 


mwattly; what man, what woman can bee free from re- 
proch? Ya, they multnot onely couer each others naked- 


nefles, but alſo conceale each others fecrets. For,ifwharſo- | 
| cuer-herel5her, ſhe will ralke of ro another, by this meanes 


i comet anotheriond ſofncceſſiuelyron foutttvantt fifr; | 
tl thar thing be ('ts his griefe):made pudlick ro the whole | 
rowne,' that helett in his wives boſome, as it were vnder | 


C the - 


_—_— —— , "IS 


w 
; Cd 


4 < m_ — OE * Py 
CO” — —— ns 8 bene: - "2 s TER 
_s wed thee — —_—O_— _w he. AMS —_— — 
- 
4 . 


RY 


_ OY 


A Bride-buſh or a wedding Sermon. | 
the locke and key of truflineſſe, and he doe the like:to her; 
| wharpeace canithey have, what concord? How cat they | 
| auoyde;bur ſuch occaſions will bring forth diſcontentment 
| and diſſencion? There can beeno quict and comfortable 
luing, wherethere is nor vſc of concealement and ſecrecy, | 
Nowtherefore, let theſe-parts of. faithfulneſſe and helpe- | 
| fulneſſe, to the {oules, bodies, and-names one of another,be 
commended to all married people , which defire to enioy 
rhemſclues in this eſtate. "7 
12. Andnow having fpoken of that ranke of conumon 
duties; which concerne their owne perſous,1 come to them 
whach concernetheir families and houſholds. For men and 
| women that before were parts of ſome other family , doe 
| therefore marry, that they may bce the chiefe of a new fa- 
mily;and begetting children, (and trayning them vp,toge- 
| ther wittiſeruants, according to rhcir place )-may ſtore the 
world with people, and prouide plants, as it were, for the 
Church, Gods owne Vineyard, Wherefore they ſhall not 
| bauyc thorowly diſcharged their duty, by performing all the 
 afore-mentioned things mutually to themſelves , vnleſſe 
[ they regard their families alſo; wherein the husband,as the 
firſtmouer and chicfe; rhe wife as a ſubordinate and good 
furcherer, muſt both ioyne together for good. Theſe things 
| rhemſclues which ſhall bee named, I confeſle to belong to 
them/as they be gouernors, & ſtand in relation to ſeryants 
and children; bur the ioyning rogcther in them is the mat- 
terthat I wouldpreſſe, as a part of their marriage-duty, 
Now this their family they muſt mainraine and gouerne, 
keepe it,and guide it, 

13. Formaintenance therefore: firſt, both muſt be labo.. | 
rious and incuftrious in their calling , and ſet themſclues 
with diligence to doe ſommthing,for which their family may 
fare the better. The husband muſtnot be a drone, and make 
his wife a drudge. .The wife muſtnot giue her ſelfetolazj- 
| ne$,a3nd caft all the paines & care ypon her husband: bur he 
| in things that concerne him:withour ; & ſhe (in things that 
| concerne her moſt within) muſt ynite their paines for their 


profite. 
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rofite, If either liue idly as a doe-nothing, that party is a 
Aa 994 (as 2 gowty leg,or diſeaſed member) troubles & 
moleſts an whole houſhold, Sa/omer hath much commen.- 
ded the painfulnes of a good huſwife,& he hath alſo ſpoken 
| morethen onee, in commendation of a good diligent hand, 
for the mans part. They muſt therefore ioyne as partners in 


| labouring. Secondly,they muſt joyne in honett and my 
1 


Guing,from coſt & needles expences: They muſt not | 269 
from Mercy and Iuſtice,bur ſaue from prodigality an 
pending, He muſt not caſt away the goods in gaming and 


| tollowing the Ale-houſe & Tauerne, or other places of yn- 
thrifty meetings : neither muſt ſhe be lauiſhto her talking | 


| gollips : bur both muſt auoyde that ſinne, which declares a 
man to be worſe euen then an Infidell ; I meane,not caring 
for them of his owne houthold. They muſt neither nouriſh 


ſweet toothes, or finiſh & coftly backs (theſe be theeues: ) | 
they muſt neither make private purſes for themſclues,or let 


all chings goe at randome as my come, bur ynite their en- 

Pr the common benefite, as the right hand & the 
left. Thirdly,they muſt haue a common care, y no necellary 
thing,cthrough theirdefaulr & improuidence be wanting to 


chem at vnawares, They muſt ioine in forefight & due con- 
fideration,whatis or may be needfull and yſefull for them, 


uentit. Two eyes [ge more then one : and for this intent 
they bee linked in ſoneare and cloſe a fellowſhip , thar 
they may bee but as one inall theſe things, in labour, thrift 


and fore-fight : which whileſt they doc, the Lord will 
bleſle their endeauours, and their hands ſhall finde 2bun- 


dance. Otherwiſethe idle perſon walkes vpon an hedge of 
rhornes,which ſhall ſurely pricke his feete, The vawiſe and 
vathrifty perſon thruſts his foote into the ſnare that will 

intangle him, neither ſhall they ever bee without yexa- 
tion, diſquierment, diſcontent and brawlings, that neg- 
lect thoſe duttes. Alwayes prouided , that they bee 
both moderate in this matter, For, if they fall to 
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their family in time ofnecde; no hurtfull thing come vpon | 


ro the end it may be procured;and what dangerous, to pre- | 
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| pinching, carking, coucting,and eagerafſeRing of wealth; | 
deanen' and carth cannot keepe a family* diſeaſe@ with 
his droplie, from many ficke ; troubleſome dh: froward 4 


, 


fees, . 
 -74.] But what ſhall jt auaile to maintaine a Gmilie, 


| wirhpur government ; or how can it bee gouerned but by 
them? ſo xhar they muſt alſo bee good rulers at home, and 
'oyne 1n guiding the honſhold : the manas Gods immediar 
officer, and the King in his family : the woman as the De- 
| putie ſubordinate, and affaciate ro him, but nor altogether 
equal! ; and both in their order muſt gouerne. Now to this 
 end,their fixſt care muftbe to ſee, that Religion-flouriſh 1n 
rheir families, and bee truely planted in their ſeruants and 
children; by their care to catechize them, to reade the Scrt- 
eure, and call ypon the name of- Godin the midſt of them. 
And that they being inſtructed, maygrow further;theymuſt 
alſo bring them to the publick afſemblies; examining tbem 
| alſo of their profiting by thoſe meznes, Theſe things, the 
 husband being preſent, muſt performe; and the wife in his 
' abſence, and both muſt haue care to finde conuenient time 
| for the ſame; wherein if hee grow ſlacke, ſhee nuſt helpe 
| him, and hee her. Better (inreſpetof themſelues) keepe 
io family, then a family of little diuels ; and fuch ſhall they 
| be withour Gods more then ordinary worke and grace, if | 
they performe not theſe things. He keepes an houſhold of 
flends, a Seminary for the diuell, a nurcerie for hell and the 
kingdome of death, which is nor carefull by theſe fore-na- 
 med'meanes,to make his children and ſeruants become ſer- 
 nants and chijdren ro God, Wh ch, how often it falles our, | 
| wofull experience: can teftjfie. Sometimes the hnsband. 
{ would haue God ferued in the family ; the wife hangs off, 
| and counts i: loſt time. Sometimes he wife defires to haue 
| the worſhip of God finde place vnder the roofe; and hee. 
like a profane beaſt calles it preciſer.es, and will not haue an | 
 houre ſoill ſpert, Sometimes both conſpire in negligence | 
& omiſſion : burhow feldome doe their defires and endea- | 
uours meete in this moſt needfull poinr? Howſeldome do | 
0 they 
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| fo profitable workes? Thisis the fauntaine of all diſorder 


as idlenes, rwarling, diſcord, and many of the like nature; 
would that the Maſter and Miftris ſhould haue their eyes 0- 


| conioyned, muſt cffeCt ir, or elſe the family ſhall prove diſ- 
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they oneprouoke, animate andincourage one another in 


in families; where God is nor ſerued, what can abound buc 
impiety and profaneneffe, in Mafter, Miftris, ſeruants,chil- 
dren, and the whole houſhold ? Burt now, let all that feare 

God take care, that rhey faile not in vſing all good meanes 
ro eſtabliſh Religion and rhe exerciſes of in their bouſes, 


— 


remembring with feare that curſe , which the Propher | 


prayes God may come ypon the family, wherein his Name 7#.10.2y. - 


is not called ypon. Secondly,they muſt ouer-ſee the wayes | 


of their family. This thing S2/-m0» commendeth in the 
vertuous wife, by a word worthy noting, which ſignifies 


to ſtand as a watch-man in a watch tower, to looke on c- 


uery ſide, that no encmy doe ſurpriſe the ſame at ynawares. 


| So ſhe doth diligently looke into the behaviour of all vn- | 


der the roofe, that no diſordered nor 6nfull practice may 
finde quiet entrance and abode there: and it were a great 
ſhame for che husband, if the wife ſhould exceede him in 


this watchfulneſſe. Both of them muſt vſe their eyes with | 


care then,to preuent all idlenefſe aud wickedneſſe in their 
ſeruants and children, and to looke that they faithfully doe 
their bulines committed to them, 'and carry themſclues 
Chriſtianly towards one another, and all men. If inferiors 
of themſelues would bee carcfu!! enough of their carriage, 
what needea gouernour inar :oule ? Eut God knowing 
that the beſt ſeruants, and the bc? children, will not want 
infirmities, yea, will be many wayes ſubiec co infirmities, 


pen to preuent the ſame ſeruants Children mult bee fol- 
towed, their bchauiour muſt be voſcrued, they muſt be ſer 
to worke, and the eye of the gouernours , with their care 


P7068, 31.27, 


ordered, be the gouernours for other things neuer ſo god- 
ly. Thirdly, they muſt ioyne together in admoniſhing, or | 
incouraging z in reprouing, or if neede be, alſo correcting 


their inferiours. And in theſe things both muſt be carefull 
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to maintayne cachothers authority to F full. If one do think | 
it meer co encorage any inthe family with ſome little kind.” 
nes that is fir, the other muſt not ſeeme to grudge at it,or þe 
vawilling.Ifthe one wil reproue, the other mult not defend. 
When the husvand goes about to correc the children, the 
wife muttnot grow a:1gry & faue them, as if ſhethought ir 
much ro haue chem kept vnder nurture; neither muſt he doe 
ſotowards her. Suppole cither of-them exceed, chiding or 
correQting withour caule, or abouethe mealure that agrees 
co the faulr : the other mult then quietly ſpeake of itinthe | 
abſence of the inferior, & not make a braule abour it before 
rheir faces,as it were balſtcring the out againſt the authori 
| ty of the yoke-tcilow. For if he doe,and the vadoe;or if ſhe | 
correR, & he cocker;what will be the truite, but heart-bur- 
ning and difteryper berwixt themlelues,& contempt firſt of 
one, after both their authorities from the party ro whom 
| they haue ſhewed chemſelues ſo indiſcreete ? So at length, 
as in a Boate, wherein all the weight lyes vpon one ſide,the 
whole family wilbe turned ouer into the waues of conten- 
tion and ſtrite:whereas if they did fit together in good con- 
cord, to further the fruite of one anothers admonitions,re- 
proofes, corrections,exhortations or incouragements;they 
ſhould both preſerue their owne authority in the family, 
and keepe peace betwweene the.niclues , and finde good a- 
| mendment in their inferiours by theſe'meanes, And for the 
common duties of man & wife to themlelaes & their fami- 
lies, for maintaining & gouerning the,thus much, We come | 
now to ſpeake of thoſe that are peculiar to either ofthem. 
15. Andfic{t I will informe the man; then the woman 
| after. Now for the husbands ſpeciall.dygzes, they may fitly 
| be referred to theſe two heads: The keeping of his authori- 
ty,and thre vſing of it. Firſt,he muſt keepe his authority,and 
maintaine himlelfe in that place , wherein his Maker hath 
fet him, Nacure hath framed the lineaments of his body to 
ſuperiority,& ſer the print of government in his face, which 
} is more lterne,lefle delicate then che womans, He muſtnot | 
ſufer this order of nature to be incerted. The Lord in his | 
| Word | 
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TO Abride-biſh,or « wedding Sermon, 


Word cals him the head ; hee muſt not ſtand lower than the 


' come lower than God hath ſet one, It is not humility, bur 
| baſenes,to be ruled by her whom he ſhould rule. No Gene 

rall would thanke the Capraine,for ſurrendring his place to 
ſome common ſouldier : nor will God the husband, for ſuf- 
fering the wife to beare the ſway. The authority isGods,in- 
ueſted in his perſon;he muit not commir, that it bee troden 
downe & deſpiſed.But, will ſome man ſay,my wife is diſor- 
dered & froward, how ſhal I then hold mine own? It is ſoo- 
ner fa1d than done,ifa man meete with women of (ticring 
ſpirits: direCt vs therefore how to-do it, ] anſwer, that molt 
men do wrongfully caſt the blame vpon their wiues,of abu- 
fing their authority, when it is due rothenifelues alone, [r 
is not extorted from the by y wines violence,but caſt away, 


Ron 
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thority in this ſociety, mult not be kept by maine force,and 
by violence, but by skil: nor by big looks, 8 great words, & 
cruel behauiour, as ofa great matliffe towards a filly cure; 

bur by a milder & more artificiall courſe. And that you may 


& loſt by their owne folly & indiſcretion. Know then y au- | 


ſhoulders; ifhe doe, that is a deformed family. It isaſinto 


— — 


practiſe ir,this it is. Firſt,the husband muſt giue a good cx- 
awple,walking vprightly,Chriſtianly,ſobcrly,religiouſly in 
his family, The wife nit needes then giue him the better 
place,ithe ſhew himſelf to be the better perſon. No inferior 
can chuſe bur in his hart ſtoop to that ſuperior,in who grace 
& Gods Image do appeare. A vertuous man ſkalbe revar- 
.ded,in the conſcience euen of the worſt woman : yea, & in 
her benaior allo, if ſhe be not monſtrous. A godly wiſe ca- 
riage will draw good reſpeR, & willing ſubicQion,ncither 
can any man bring forth one thus qualified, troden down in 
contempe. In a madfir & paſſionate diſtemper, the wife of 
the beſt may fling forth, & be vncurifull, bur afterwards her 
hart will condemie her felfe,& juſtifie him, and ſo he loſerh | 
not authority,though it bee aſſaulted ; yea, he recouer; his | 
 owne with aduantage. And as in gcuerall, wee preſcribe a | 


godly conuerfarion in the family, to bee the preſeruer and 
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 vpbolcer of the mans authority ; ſo ſpecially muſt hee be 


connſelled| 
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counſelled to ſhunne and abandon three ſpeciall and dif-| 
gracefull cuils, that haue rhis cfteA, to. make eucry man | 
{ceme vile and. baſe in all eyes that behold him thus dehi- | 
led. The firſt is bitterneſle : So Paw willeth the husband ; | 


Bee not bitter, The ſawour of violent and raging paſſions,wil 
ſ{mell ſo lothſomely inthe wiues noſtrils, comming from 


the husband, char ſhe ſhal hardly chuſe, but firſt hate him, 


and deſpiſe him after. This diſtaſteful bitterneſle of ſpeech 
and behauiour, bewrayes impotency of affection, and thar 
great want of wiſdome; and this will produce great want 
of reverence. If thou be an husband, and wouldeſt bee re- 


garded, tumble notthy ſelfe in thoſe foule, dirty and ſtink- | 


ing guzzels of paſſionate rayling , iryking , or the like, 
That which bewrayes ſo grear folly , mult it not procure 
exceeding great contempt? Secondly, beware of ynthrit- 
tines, that is another great enemy to authority , and as a 
worme, rottes and conſumes the ſame, Whatſocuer man 
ues himſelfeto drinking, gaming, ill-company keeping, 
( which three vices go commonly together) ſhall at once 
loſe his wit, wealth, eſtimation. When drinke hath diſ- 


| poſſeſſed reaſon, gaming prouidence, ill-company good 
' conditions; the vg wilbe fooliſh, wicked, beaſt-like, 


and the perſon baſe, hated , loathed, Neuer did vnthrifr 
kcepe h:s place, as nothis money. For who can regard him 


that will notbe worth any thing ? Thirdly , lightnes muſt | 


be auoyded, fooliſh behaviour and carriage, chyldiſh and 


vn{ober trickes,that haveno print or tampe of grauity vp- 


onthem; theſe expoſe a man to contempr. For if the hus- 
band pur on a fooles Coate , and takea bable in his hand, 
(and whatelſe be theſe odde and toyiſh demeanures? ) can 
hee blame his wife, though ſhee take vp laughter at him ? 


The bitter man is as a franticke head,rroubleſome : the vn- 


thrifty man as a ſcald head, fulſome: rhe light man, the le- | 


ter,as a giddy head, ridiculous. Such will ſoone diſpleaſe 


themſelucs, though none gor about to yndermyne them, | 


| 


| 


# 


Bur let euery godly man abhorre theſe baſe cuils-, and 


riuc for holyneſle of converſation, that hee may bee in- 
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16. Yet what auailes to keepe authority, if hee vſe ir 


husband muſt exerciſe his authority , and wee/muſt dire 
him for that purpoſe. Nov, to the intent he nay gouerne 
well, it behoues him to know both the end of his gouern= 
ment, and the manner of it, The end of this, as all other go 
uernment, in Nations, Kingdomes, Countries , Cities and 
Townes, is not the faristying of his defires,or procuring of 
his eaſe, pleaſure, credit, which hath  chiefedome: (for then 
all chings runne out of order , as when a bowle is not ſct 
witha right byas : ) but the good and benefit of the party 
goucrned, to the glory of God the chiefe Lord and Gouer- 
nour of all, Thus one thing alone being well obſerued, 
would ſtoppe out a great ſtreame of inconueniences , from 
breiking in vpon the family: For therefore moſt men go- 
uerne not well, becauſe they doe wholly ſerue themſelues 
in governing, and not the wife; therefore they will doe an 
thing to pleaſe their owne humors, though it: bee neuer > 
dangerous to the wife ( which is the greateſt abſurdity in 
gouernmeut that can bee committed,) becauſe they con- 
ceiue that rhe place was giuen them to fulfill their owne 
deſires, and not ſo much to procure their wiues good; 
which conceit is altogether falſe, For as the Miniſters muſt | 
watch ouer the ſoules of their flocke for their profite and 
ſaluation,nor for their own priuate wealth and adiiantage : 
ſo muſt the husband deale with his wife : for this is the end | 
why God hath ordained gouernours, private and publique | 
vnder him, that the infer1ours might the better bee drawne 
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they be called) their betters, 


17. Andyetto intend this, if he doe not in ſome mea- 
ſure attaineirt , were to little purpoſe : ſo that as hee mult 


\} 


aime at her good, ſo muſt hee effect it, by goueruing in a 
| D right 


not ? or how can it but ruſt without viing ? Wherefore the 3 


vnto hiw by meanes of them, which alwayes ſhould be (as 
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| right manner, tothe nouriſhing and encreaſing of whatſo- 


| 
cne- yertue, rooting out 2nd weakning of whatſocuer cor- | 
ruption heeſhall meerc with in her. Now then hee rules in | 
a right manner , when inruling, herules himſelfe by three. 
principallyertues, which are of greateſt vic andnote in all 
20vernments,and in this domeſticall kingdome , as | may | 
{Oo terme Its | 
18, Thcfirſt of theſe three vertues is wiſedome; which 
is the terne of authority, that doth guide it in an cuen and 
ſteady courle, that it, daſh not againſt thoſe rwo dangerous 
rockes, {lauiſh feare, on the one fide , and contempt on 
the other, And the chiefe vie of wifedome is to carry 
ones {clfe ſo, that Joue and reuerence may not enter- 
ficre, cut, and ſo/deftroy each the other, It s hard of an infe- 
riour ſo familiar, to be loued and not flightly ſet by; harder 


to be reverenced, not ſlightly feared, not hated. Prudence 


| 
' 
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| that are grounded meerely vpon his wilfulneſle, and no juſt 


rherefore muſt ſo manage the matter, that they may keepe 
theſe two affeCtions in their due temper, free from exceſle, 
tree from defect, ſo doing good according to the dignity 
of the place. Now this wiſedome muſt bee vſed in giuin 
commandements and reprovfes; with which two it is fit 
euery wiſe man ſhould content himſelfe in this ſociety, We 
darenot allow him to proceede fo farre as tt corre b 
blowes. Indeed what Chriſtian woman will carry her felfe 
(o, that a man of any indifferent good behaviour ſhould 
| needeto ſtrike? Let his wiſdome rather appeare in abſtay- 

ning from blowes,& preuenting the breaking forth of ſuch 
enormitics as may challenge them, than in giuing them mo. 
derately, and (as he thinkes) in due manner. But for com- 
mandements and reproofes he may, he muſt giue them: and 
| herein we will direct him as we ate able, 
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19. Firſt,in commanding hee muſt regard theſe two 
rules chiefly. One is, thathe doe not command ſenſcelefſe | 
2nd ynreaſonable {muchleſſe wicked & vnlawſull) things, 
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beſides. Such commandings make her take him for an hea- 
dy foole,not a wiſe head : and that conceitneuer riſeth bu: 
with the vtter ruine of reverence , and fo of his authority, 
The wife indeed ſhould caſt her eye onely vpon the lawful- 
neſſe or volawtulneſle of the thing, asking noneotker que- 
tion but whether it offend God , yea or no: bur the hu(- 
band muſt confider further , that that which hee giues in | 
charge be diſcrecte, victull and commodious, and whereof 
himielte can yeeld forme {i.fficient cauſeto make it appeare 
fir and necdfull ro be done, He that doth nor ſo , ſhucs our | 
his commandements, as a childe doth his arrow (a cock. | 
height,as they ſay ) not at any marke ; and what is more 
ridiculous than {uch childiſhnefle in a man of yearcs ? Hee 
that bids his wife doe athing without reaſon, doth as if ir 
were ride without a bridle, If tuch a mans horſe benot ex- 
ceeding gentle and well broken, he will ſure either run out 
of the way, or ſtumble and caſt the rider, Soif ſuchamans | 
wife be not more then ordinary in meekenes and patience, | 
ſhe will either rebell againſt him,or contenine him, For the | | 
ood that commeth from the thing commanded ,: yeeldeth 
RiGclevey of argument to the womans vn derſtanding, | | 
whereby ſhee may controlle her tumultuous rifing ofher | 
paſſions (that will aske, Why lhouldI bee at all that paines 
for the mans will? ) lending aydeas it were to bring them | | | 
ſoone into ſubieftion, Which if it bee wanting, ir is hardly | 2 


_—Y 


poſſible, but they will mutiney at the leaſt, if not breake 
out into open act of revellion, Looke therefore rhat thou {| . 
bid thy wife doenothing, which reaſon (not onely will ) , 
doth not firſt bid thee, Againe, in commanding itmuſt be - Ip | 
regarded,that authority deſcend not vnto low, meane, and | j- 
triuiall things, which are not of any moment or importance 
inthe family. The life of the head muſt bee derived cuen 
vnto the feete ; ſo the husbands authority doth indeed | 
guide all , even the meaneſt things in the tamily ; bur the ; 
head is not alwayes aCtually ſtooping vnto the foote; for | 
then the body would grow crooked and il] ſhapen: fo muſt 


not the husband be charging, bidding and intermedling by 
2 fri 
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ſtri&t commandements in the ſmall matters of the family ; 
putting his hand (as it were) to euery matter, For that gar- | 
ment which is much worne, muſt needes become thread- 
| bare: and this power of commanding is like a veſture tor | 
high dayes, to be pur on, for ſoine ſpeciall and needfull oc- 
cations, When the husband wilbe huſwife and all, and bee 
dealiag with brewing, baking, waſhing, and the particu- 
lars of cheieand the like bulinefles , it comes to paſſe that 
his wife can helpe innothing, becauſc he will do ail things. 
A hen the man will bid and charge ſo eagetly ina thing of | 
nothing, as if iis whole eſtate did depend vpon ſeruing the | 
{wine,or waſhing ile bucke, &c. this diſvalues his word, 
and makes his charge ofno1egard. In ſuchthings he ſhould 
tet hi> wife fule vner Fim, & g1ue her Jeaue ro know more 
than himlelte which hath greater maters. and more neere- 
ly concerning the family to exerci{c his knowledge, Andif 
he 1ce anyth ng 1n thete and the like matrers done diſor- 
derly, it were his pait to aduile and counſcll, rather than 
command, He that will be drawing out his commaunde- 
ments for cuery light thing, ſhall hnde it at length regarded 
in nothing, See then that the matter be ſo much worth, be- 
fore thou lay a charge concerning it. And theſe be the two 
ſpeciall rules of wiſegome for commandements, Ler then 


bee concerning things vſefull and alſo weighty for the 
| family. 


| 


20, The ſame vertue muſt be practiſed in thematter of 
reprouing ; wherein, if m any thing, great warinefle ought | 
to bee ved. This is athing needfull, 1meane teproofe, and 
if it ſpeed well, doth'much good; if ill, is very dangerous - 
ſo that in adminiſtring it, difcreete care muſt be had, that a 
man poyſon not, in ſtead of healing. Now for the prudent 
giuing areproofe, three things are of needfull obſeruation: | 
Firſt, that a man open not his mouth to tell his wife of a 
| fault, when he perceiues himſcife ro be hot & burning with 


| violent paſſion, A man is indee4 moſt ready to ſpeake then; 


but leaſt able ro ſpeake well lt an admonition bee: ited 
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| forth, how can it doe good? how ſhall that proſper which | 

procecdeth from the meere drunkennes of wrath ? No man 
goes to iudge ofa colour with a moathinhiseye: & what 
| other thing is paſſion to the judgement ? Sothat hee which | 
then will become a reprouer , ſhall diſgrace himlelfe, not 
the fault; and make his wife contemne him, not condemne 
{ herſelfe. For in ſuch caſe men vie not to ſpeake what they | 
; ſhould, but what they ike; nor what igmoſt ficzing the | 
\fau!r, buc moſt ſutable to their diſtempers. Thus the repre- - 
| henſfion 15 not proportioned to the offence , but as licour it 
{ fauoureth ofthe caske, and is outragious , as was the heart 
whence it came, By which meaney in ſeeking to mend a 
fault in another, he commits a greater himſelfe , and makes 
the other worſe , not better. It thou beeſt an husband 


monition, there is allo neede of wiſedome to giue'it. 
it therefore when thou art in thy right wits. Paflle 
ſhort madneſle : can any thiag bee done diſcf@WtTy 1n that 
fir > When thou art quyet . when thy judgement is cleare, 
when tny heart is ſetled, when thou art thy ſelfe, then ſhew 
thy wifc her fault; clfe thou ſhalt neuer bring her to the 
fight of ir. Secondly, it is a point of wiſedome for che huſ- 
band to conſider his wiues temper alſo, and obſeruc it ſhee 
bee fit to receine, 25 well as hee to vtter wholeiome words. 
- | For when ſhee is enraged by paſhon , or deieReu by gricte 
and {ickneſle, which make a ready way for pathon, it_is no 
timeto bring fortha reproofe. No man will hoyſe vp ſay]le 
in #tempeſt ; no Phyſ1c1an will adminiſter Phyſicke vpon a 
full tomacke, Thoſe words are cat away that are vutered 
whem paſſion hath both ſtopped vp the eares, and brought 
the fninde our of taſte. She will nocrelliſh a reproofe'when 
hef heart is 1mbirtered, Al is then taken as proceeding from 
1 wil-and hacred, though never ſo meant : for ſhe iudpeth | 
with. a diftempered iudgement, At ſuch times therefore 
powrenot forth all thy minde,but deferre ic till afterwards. 
nen thou ice!} a man drunken ,rhou (rſt getteft him to 
ſleepe, before thou chide him fnr his drunkenneſfle, Thinke 
Ss D 3 not 
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A Bride-buſh,or a wedding Sermon. 

| not y firong drink is more violent then ſtrong paſſion. They 
both make him in whs they are with exceſle, vncapable of | 
all good counſel:Say not,1 will nor ſuffer her to beare away | 
the laſt word? This were to [cold with her, a thing abſurd 
| for a man. Better that ſhe hanethe laſt word,then both mul- 
tiply worſe words, till:thy ſelfe alſo bee caſt into the ſame 
phrenfie, For'it is extremely difhiculr to talke long with an 
angry man , $8 not grow hot for company: but to contend 
with him,& n&be like him, is impoſſivle, And what more 
vndecent att vnſightly thing thento infeCtthy ſelfc in Read 
of amending her?asifthe Phyſician & the patient ſhould fal | 
together by the eares about taking rhe potion, Wherefore | 
as thou lookeſt to haugall other things fir to receiue what 
thou puttelt into thedi, as the veſicil the 11quor, the ground 
the feed, &c.So look'that thy. wines hart be ficro entertaine 
the reproofe, & that there be roome for thy words; which is 
thea when ſhe is quiet, well pleaſed & pacitied, not ſowred 
& leavened with raſh anger,or much griefe, Now the third 
& molt neceſſary part of wiſedome is to giue a reproofe in 
ſecret. Euery man is moſt willing then toheare of his faults, 
when none is preſent to report the againe but himſelfe, We 
are all naturally icalous of our cxedit; women are ſo princi- 
pally;& if they take a thing as done in way of diſgrace,they 
are prouoked to doe worſe, not induced to amend. So that 
it is amatrer and loue equally,to ſee that none care be priuy 
to the fault reproucd,, but her owne, Men that lay pthafters | 
to ſores,chuſe a chamber, not the market place z they'louc 
not to doe ſuch things with a witneſſe.Chriſt bids reproue 
thy neighbour; firſt berwixt him and thee; then take 'rtwo 
more with thee , and ſo proceede further. More loue.is re- 
quired to a wife, and ſo more ſecrecie. But ſay ſhee offend 
in publique before the ſeruants, children, ftrangers.:Then . 
ſhew thy diſlike in a patient manner of ſpeaking,that al may. 
ſee thou winkeſt not at the fault, and he much in exprefling | 

riefe rather then anger. Leaue the lawfull ſharpneſſe and 
wholeſome launcing (as I may terme it ) for a reprooferill 

'ou come alone, By that time ſhee will ſhame toremember, 
| how Che ouer-ſhot herſelfe, if thou give her not aduantage | 
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of replying, by committing the like abſurdity at the ſame 
time, Neither feare thar faults ſohealedin ſecrecy ſhoul d 
infe& the children & ſeruants.Nay thy preſent griefe & dif- 
| like wil worke more vpon them then any reproofe; & there | 
| is timc in her abſence to warne the of ſo offending, in theirs | 
| cuento chide her for giuing ſo bad an example. They may 
| know thou haſt reproucd , though they heare thee not re- 
' prooue. So y we can in no ſort allow the fooliſh raſhnesof 
| thoſe husbands(yca wee molt ſharply condemne it)w mult | 
| needs Out with their reproofe before childten, ſeruants, and 
| perhaps allo ſtrangers ( as if their ſtomack were ſurcharged 
with it)not hauing y wit to refrain til the oporrunity of pri- 
uatnes, Theſe men diſgrace themſelues in diſcrediting their 
wiucs,as the head gaines the knocke if the heeles be taken 
vp. Fornow y wife conceiues that her diſgrace is aymed at: 
hence ſhe becomes more cholericke; perhaps alſoto iuſtific 
| the matter,that prouokes him to more anger, kindles more 
 heat;z& loin concluſion y growes to a plain braule or fray, 
| ſhould haue bin a kind & Chriſtian reproote. Had nor theſe 
bin better well ſaued till another time, then fo dangerouſly 
miſſpenr at this time to both their hu: ts , Goth their diſgra-. 
ces? And this is the praiſe of wilſcdome, 
21. Thenext vertue is mildnes,] his ſociety comes nee- 
reit to equality,& therefore allowes familiarity (W muſtnot 
be ſuffred in other couplings of ſuperiors & infertors)& re- 
quires more gentlenes. This is F {weet ſauce of this govern- 
ment, makes it net to ſeem cuertarrt,it is the foft hning of 
| this yoke of authority, W without ir, is vnſupportable. No 
womican endure gouernmert,if centlenes do not temper it. 
22. Now this genttenes mul} ve vied in comandentents 
and reproofes.In commandemc:nts , both for the-manter of 
them,and for the manner, For the*matter of them it muſt 
bee regarded, that a man extend not his commanding 
power-{inthe vſe thereof )too farre ; neither ſkew himſelfe | 
rigorous in cuery thing , bur bee content. to pratifie this 
| wife in ſome things , that ſhee may lefſe” vnwillingly, 
| yea with more checrefulneſle bee ſubie& in orher things. 
Obedience would be inticed and allured,and as it were a 
” commix- 
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committing ix.to it owne diſpoſing in matters of .inferiour | 
nature,that it may follow more ducefully, when more necet.. 
ſity requires mare ſpeedy and yoluntary obſequiouſneſſe, 
The Sunamiteisa noble paterne for this matter, Hiz wife in 
the middeſt of harueſt (he not knowing any caute ) requi- 
red a man and two aſſes from that needful and batty worke, 
ro attend her ynto the Prophet. He is not vrgent in 2sking 
the cauſe, nox peremptory in repelling the fuice, but grants 
her defire, though it might ſceme ſomething inconuen;- 
ent. He knew her.to bee no gadder, and one dzy was not 
much. Thus ſhee had.liberiy to depart ; and he himſelfe | 
was a gayner by it,as being feed from a great deale of ſor- | 
row,which thenewes,of his ſonnes death would have pro- 
cured; and obteyning ynſpeakadle comfort in his reuiuing : 
tor ile ſaw him rayſed vp, before hee knevv of his diſeaſe. It 
was in «fbraham'alſo-more than ordinary gentleneſſe, thar. 
in a matter ſo neerly concerning him, would condeſcend to 
| his wiues paſſonate requeſt, about her mayde Hagar, Let | 
not the husband bee as churliſh Naal to his wife, but fol- 
low theſe paternes of husbandly mildnefſe, which will be- 
| get at once both loue and reverence, teſtifying kindneſſe, | 
and procuring it. Hee that will bee Lord in euery thin 
| trercherh*rhe- authority of his ſtring ſo high, that ir1s ar ' 
leaſt.in danger af bieaking. So carry thy ſelfe to thy wife, 
that ſhe may perceiuc herielfe to haue entred, not into ſer- \ 


| vile thraldome, bur louing ſuvieRion. | 


| 


23- Then when neede requireth a commandement to | 
be giuen, it mult be, for the manner, not imperious, not in 
the heate and extremity of inforcing and charging words; f 
bur with a ſweet inſtin& of kindeneſſe ( >5 the head doth 
moue the members of the body) by loving pcrſwaſions and 
familiar requeſts. Indeed if che wife try the maſtery,and caft 
| off the yoke of obedience, ſuch her diſtemper makes it 

not alone lawfull, but very meetc,that the husband ( with 
| good words and behauiour, not bitter , not. raging ) doe 
| and for his authoricy cuen ſtifly and peremptorily,protel- | 
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fing that he will have his will in things lawfull, But ſuch a 
courſe would be {cldome vied, and that alone in matters of 
ſome importance, that are worth ſo much earneſineſſle. Ir is 
more ſafc,and as honourable ſubduing a rebellious City by 
treaties of peace with good and fauorable conditions, than 


So that husband doth with moſt praiſe and happines ſub- 
| duc his wiues paſſions of diſobedience, thar can effeRir by 
| faire meanes. Yea indeed ſhe muſt be a monſtrous and vn- 
womanly woman, that being drawne by entreatie wi** .,ot 
yeeld. Authority is like the arts of Logick and Rhetoticke, 
| that muſt in ſpeakjng be vied, and yet concealed : and then 
they moſt preuaile when being vied, they areleaſt ſcene. It 
prevents reſiſting, to ans ag when thou mayſt charge. 
| There is nothing to ſtrive for, when a man doth not, as it 
were vaunt his ſuperiority Things are alſo beſt done when 


the will is allured, rather than the body compelled. If chou . 
| (ball; and, [ will make you; and, you were 4s good aus you did; 


| words, ) the heart goes againſt that which the hand per- 
formes ; and thou art diſliked inwardly,though perhaps o- 
beyed in ſhew : andif obedience come not from the heart, 
can it laft long ? This is the way to preuaile with leaſt bur- 


den tothe inferiour, & toyleto the ſuperiour, if with milde | 


ſpeeches enioyne it, Men that ride horſes have a wand and 
a ſpurre,both; they wil rather ſet forward their horſes with 
the whisk & ſound,or perhaps little touch of the ſmal lick, 
then with the ſharpneſle of their iron ſpurre, They proceed 
not to ſpurrivg till their horſe be either reſtie or tiry;and if 
tiry, that doth more hurt. Sothe husband ſhould governe 
his wife, & prouoke her to accompliſh his will with quiet, 
prefſe, much lefle violent. commandings , vnlefle ſhee bee 
'more then- ordinarily voruly. Chriſt beleecheth his Church 
moſt an end, which hee might 3 moſt- right command. 
ES | - Let 


| bythe battery of ordinance, and fierce dint of the fword, | 


ſtand ypon it,and come with flat commandements ( as, you} 


words hee wiſh this and this , rather then with imperious | 


pleaſing and infinuating termes , rather then open and ex- 


and, you ſhall know that 1 am maſter, &c. and the like big 


. 
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A Bride-buſh or a wedding Sermon. | 
Ler the husband imitate that beſt. husband , and beware 
of, Dos it, or you had beſt; and, You ſhall whether you will or | 


no; { will haice it ſo to crofſe yow, &c. Such an husband | 
will croſle himſelfe moſt. Violcar things are neuer of 


long continuance. And this is mildnefſe in comman- 


\ dings 


24. It muſt bee vfed inreproving , where it is rather 
more neceſſary, by how much bitterneſle is leſſe ro bee 
brooked,and a reproofe leſſe cafic co bee borne. And this 
mult alſo be ſhewed in the matter, and in the manner of a | 
reproofe, For the matter , in not finding fault for cuery 
trifle that he ſees amiſle, nor chiding for .cuery infirmity, 
Many things muſt be paſſed by ( yea all things that benor 
ſomewhar grofle, and would endanger the wiues ſelfe , if 
ſhe ſhould not heare of them roundly) with none or halfe a 
word. This effe& of loue 15 very needfull towards ftran- 
gers, that it paſfeth by wants and weakenefſes; much more 
in the houſhold,and in the neareſt couple of the houſhold, 
Charity is in this ſenſc a great couer-fault; it will ſeenone/| 
but where they be; and many it will ſee and not ſee, and 
not ſpeake of, and it deſcends to a reproofe with a willing 
| ynwillingneſſe. This vertue ſhould abound in this ſocie- 
ty. Heere Chriſts example muſt bee followed of all huſ- 
| bands. He ſhuts his eyes as it were, and will not {py our all 
his Churches faults ; bee will not marke extremely what is 
done amiſle ; he knowes ſhe is bur duſt , and is aſſured thar 
ſhe cannot but offend in many things : Yet hee puts it vp, 
| and not ſo much as checkes her, vnleſle ſhe comes to ſome 
wilfulnes in finning.Ler all that be husbands doe likewiſe : 
| conſider you be matched with women, the weaker veſlcls: 
thinke how many faults your ſelues haue; and if they haue: 
ſome, wondernot that they be ſo many, but that not more; 
and withilence,ſo much as is poſſible ; and whenirt is Jaw-. 
full co be filent (viz.in.weakenefles and infirmities)ſtrive to- 
amend them. It is a great deale ſafer heere to bee defective: 
than to exceed; to be ſomewhat purblinde, than coo Eagle- 
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| behauiour vſed todeclare and preſſe the fault vpon her,muſt 


be milde,and ſuch as breathe forth loue & pity, A reproofe 
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eyed, In this inwardnes of conuerſation,it is impoſſible bur | 


willprye for them, and take occafion vpon every ſlight 
matter, to draw forth his gproofe,ſhal himſelfe live in per- 
etuall difcontentment,& yeeld but little quiet to his wife, 
For from hence ſhce will conceiue, ( and that not withour 
ſome cauſe ) that he loues her not much; and this will cauſe 
their affetions to warpe and chap, till all be full cf difenti- 
on. Be not extreme heere,be not rigorous; bur as a mothers 
tendernes of loue makes her not reſpect or obſerue many 
deformities in her owne childe; ſo ſtand thou affected to 


mend ynto her all yertues; reproue not leſſer wants & natu- 
ral weakneſles: let her peiceiue cloſely that thou knoweſt, 
bur artnot willing to take notice of them,that ſhemay take 
the more diligent notice thereof herſelfe,and bemore care- 


full ro reforme them. 


25. Moreouer for the manner of reprouing , when the } 
thing is moſtneedtull, ir muſt yer be gentle. The words and 


muſt be applied as a plaſter,nort with rating, but with moa- 
ning rather, It cannot De auoided,no not inthe beſt, but this 


wormes , and raiſins to till downe the werme-ſeed: ſo muſt 


medicine wilbe needed:yet the husband muſt remeber,not 


of it ſelfe, as it were a potion goes againſt the ſtomack : we 
neede not by our bitternes make it more lothſome, as it - 
were by a foule & vnſightly cup. The mothers care muſt be 
ſhewed heere. She giues the childe worme-Teedeto kill the 


a man reprehend to reproue the fault,and , et with great lo- 
vingnes of ſpeech and countenance, to ſweeten the repre- | 
henſion. No patient was neuer yet {o ſicke and defirous of | 


heatth,y he could be perſwaded to drinke a potion ſcalding 


djuers wants ſhall offer themſelues to be ſeene : and he thar | 


thine owne wife, Pray toGod againſt all her faults, com- |: 


to vie more roughnes than is fir to his owne fleſh, Reproofe | - 


hot: y which burnes the lips would neuer finde admittance 
into.the ſtomack, though it were the moſt wholſume drink. 
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A Bride-buſb,or « wedding Sermon. | 
Itis iuſt ſo with a reproofe : if it ſcalde the eare 4 as I ma 
| ſo ſpeake, with vpbraiding and difgracefull ſpeeches, with 
bitter taunts, ſcoffes and mocks, with vilifying and rayling 
words,with a fieric looke, and afgarkling eye,with a raging | 
exaltation ofthe voyce and demeanure of the body,icwill 
never gaine paſſage to the hart, Compaſkon,loue, kindnes, 
declaration of ones ſorrow for the fault , deſire of their 
good,and will of their amendment, theſe be the things.chat 
| frame the will to accept an-admonition, and do much helpe 
| | the kindly working of it. Iamnor againſt the wholeſome 
earneſtneſlſe of reprouing, and that ſharpnes which in ſome 
caſes God commands; this may ſtand withour bitrerneſſe, 
| without violence of words and geſture, without that fierce- | 

neſſe againſt which we ſpeake, A thing need not to be key- | 
cold, though it ſcaltde not; there is a large difference be- 
| EWeence theſ: two. Then an admonition is healthfully ſharpe 
| andearneſt , whena man in plainncſſe & with good rermes 
 layes open the abſurdity , naugiuineſle and danger of the 

finne, enforcing theſe conſiderations vpon the heart and 
conſcience of the party, euen ſomewhat lamencably , and f 
with ſome mouing , bur ſtill with declaration of ſorrow 
more then anger: and this ought to bee done. In one word 


therefore let thy reproofes bee warme, not hot, And thus 
much for the praCtiſe of mildnes, | 


— 


26, The third vertue to bee ſhewed by the husband, 
is Tuſtice,the ſoule of gouernment , the true temperature of 
authority, without which it rots and putrifieth,and degene- 
rates into the moſt fulſome and tinking carrion of tyranny. 
Now the husband muſt deale iuſtly with his wife in foure 
things : Firſt, in allowing her ſufticient maintenance,agree- 
able to his place and ability, and that willingly, and with a 
liberall hand. Hee muſt not thinke himſelfe fo abſolmely 
Lord of all, bur that ſhee muſtalſo hauec the free and plenti- 
| full vſe of ali, according as his calling requires,and his ſuſh- 
ciency will deare. Indeed if ſhe ſhouJd exceede both, or ei. 
\ ther of theſe, his authoriry muſt ſound retraite ynto her 
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A Bride-buſh, or a Weading Sermon. 


lauiſhneſſe; neither muſt he weaken, much lefſe ouerthrow 
his eftate by pranking her body, and feeding her tooth : 
this were after a ſort ro kill himlelfe, her, his children, and 
| whole family, with fondnefſe towards her, apart full of vn- 
_ | righreouſneſſe, Bur let her be made equall partner of thac 
_ | which her husband hath. So be it ſhe cur her coate accor. 
| ding to her cloath, Juſtice willnot permit that ſhe ſhould 
| be ſcanted with niggardice,which is ſo necre a companion. 
| The husband muſt communicate maintenance to the wife, 
| as the head doth animal ſpirirs ro the body, plentifully, wil- 
 lingly: for ifany Rtoppance grow in this conueyance, great 
diſtempers mult of neceſſity inſuc : yea, not alone whileſt 
himſelte liueth, bur cuen after his deceaſe alſo : and ſuppo- 
fing him to leauc the world, muſt he prouide, after his abi- 
lity, that her eſtate be competent, and that ſhee be not infe- 
_ | riourto her children, and forced to ſtand beholding vnto 
| them, ouer whom ſhee ſhould command, And this is one 


| 
j 
' 
| 


" 


| band compell not his wife by his authority to attempr 


him forbid ; where God hath forbidden, let not him com- 
; mand. What a madnes is it to force either ro diſobey God, 
or him ? Will he exceede his commiſſion, and thinke to be 
yeelded vnto? Is not this vnrighteous in the higheſt de- 
| gree,for the Deputie to take vpon himeuen againit the'So- 


| yveraigne Lord? This is to iuſtle her into ſome ſtinking 


: g4zzle or ditch: whence it mutt follow, that if-ſhee proue 
ſtronger than hnimſelte, and willnor bethruſt in, yet he ren- 
| ders himſelfe odious that attempted ta do her harme :if ſhe 
| proue weake,and fall in, hemaſt be at the paines to pull her 
| ( out) and make her cleane againe : otherwiſe both muſt 

' perith ; the one for (inning, the other for driving vnto fin, 


| { Wherefore in ſome doing he violates both Iuſtice & Wite- 


domegſhewing bimſelfe mone ation, barh-a foole before 


her, and #rebel! againſtGod. Nay, he muſt nor alone ab- 
Raine from vrging her vntothings that indeed are,but vaco 
ſuch alſo,as ſhee vpon ſome ſuppoſed reaſon, grounded on 
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point of [uſtice, Another, andthe ſecond is, that the huſ- | 
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| tnings vnlawfull, Where God hath commanded, let not | 
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| in conftruQtion ofthat commiſſion , yet mult it be obeyed, 


 rhings thoughtto be ſinfull, and are not, will at length | 


| cannot alleage a reaſon out of !|-2 Word of God, yetinay 


the Word of God, i thinkes ro be vnlawfull. The conſcience 
is Gods jmmediate officer, and commanding by vertue of | 
its commiſhon, which is Gods revealed wil; though it erre 


and ouer-weigh the authority of all other commanders , c1ll 
it be ſatisfied and ſet downe with reaſons, manifeſting tuch 
miſtaking : for whoſocuer goes againſt conſcience in 


offend again it in ſuch things as both are, and are thought | 
ro be faults. Indeed if ſhce will pretend conſcience, and 


ne 


carry ſome ihew , this is-6l,..nacy; and in ſuch caſe the 
ching being of waighc and vie, it is ſafe, yea needfull, if rea- 
ſon perſwade not,ts compell her. But when ſhee grounds 
ypon the Word of God , though mwiſ-interpreted and miſ- 
taken, fhe muſt be reſolued, andnot compelled, Not every 
(cruple of conſcience makes a thing (into a inan, bur that 
which is grounded vpon Gods Word, by which alonecon- 
ſcience muſt bee informed and guided : which whenit is, 
thoughit bee miſ-informed through wanr. of iudgement, 
yet it retaines its owne authority ; andrhen to enforce the 
wife again(tit, were to force her to finne, the moſt vnrigh. | 
rcous thing that can bee in a Gouernour. None is Lord, | 
but onely the Lord of Heauen and carth, Bee not therefore 
ſo vnrighteous towards thy wife, as to vrge her either to | 
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| is toſeare,and cut and cauterize , where a Lenitiue would 


difpleale G O D, or her conicience, leaning on his word, 
The third part of Iuſtice, is,not to reproue without a fault, 
nor ſharply. for aleſfler fault: The fermer of theſe is to lay 
a plaſter on a ſound place, which is a needlefle labour ar all} 
times, and often dangerous : for it may cauſea ſore, Soto 

finde faulc without a cauſe, may procure a fault, The latter : 


- 


ſerue; and to giue a violent ſtrong purgation , where an | 
calie pill would ſuffice for health. Fhis comes from crucl- 
ty, and breedes diftemper. A reproofe muſt come forth,not 


when a man is angred, but when God is offended: not when | 


our.profir or pleature is crofled,, bur when Gods comman.- 
'N demen, 
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dement is broken. Andas the plaſter muſt bee firted to the 
| wound, the medicine to the diſeaſe ; ſo the adinonition | 
ro the fault. For of thoſe ſinnes which neceſſarily call-foran 
| admonirion, there are degrees, according to the increaſe | 
| whereof , a man ſhould ſhew more or lefle anger and * 
diſlike, So that the- husband muſt bee more eaineſt in| 


 reprouing, not when ſhee hath commirred a ſmaller finne | 


| againſt G OD, that turneth more to his loſſe; bur when L | 


ſhee hath donea greater euill againſt G OD, though hee, 


bee a ſmall, yea, no loſer; yea a gainer by it for his out- 


| ward profit. And alwayes when the fault is amended, 
| ceafe vpbraiding :-this is a moſt ynequall thing, When 
the fire is thorowly quenched , who would ſtand caſting 
on water ? Now the laſt point of Iuſtice followes, which 
is, that a man endeauour to confirme and increaſe the 
good things that are in his wite, by all good incourage- 


ment and teftificarion of his loue and good liking , aſ- 
well as to reforme and diminiſh the eu!] things by re- 


ſpurre him, clſe the beſt would tyre: and the wife muſt 
| bee animatgd to good things, and not onely withdrawne 
| from cuill, A man ſhovld vie his right eye as well as 
' his left, Nothing can bee more bafe then to bee a faulr- | 
 ſpier, a fly-blower, thar is, alwayes nibling where the | 
; Skinne 1s off, Fre vpon that husband, which like a tiye 


| ſeekes cucr for a galled place ro blow his maggots on; 


' this healerh nor, bur pricks,and. makes. all things woile, 
| It is a great vnrighteouſnes to TJooke onely to the worſt | | 
| {thinos, Juſtice gives one his 0 111 both : 

| things, Juſtice gives one his due for well and ill both ;_ 
| which not to doe is the bane of lone, on both. (ides 
| cauling iarres, heart-burnings , feerer diſlike, and open | 
| contention at the laſt, Therefore -if ever thou will liue 
| with comfort , conlider as well what vertues thy wife 
hath, as what vices; what good, as what bad; & whachelp | 


and benefit thou haſt by her,as what hindrance; to.ccmfort 


proofe, Wee prouender an horſe as well as whip and 


& ſtrengthen her inthe one,as help her our of the. other: yea 


| & let her ſee that thou takelt notice rather of F beſt things. 
TT Surely | FG 
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Surely theſe good herbes will grow beſt & ſafe(t inthe ſun- | 
| ſhine. And thus much for the mans duty : wherein I hatie 
bene more long , becauſe diſorders jn him are more dange- 

| rousand hurrfull, as diſcalſes.in the head ; and any thing a- 
miſle in the great wheele ofa clocke, : 


27. Nowproceede we to the womens duty , and gi- f 
ving the men leaue to chew the cud awhile,requeſt the wo- 
| men toliſten with more diligence than before, The whole 
{ duty of the wiſe is referred to two heads, Thefirſt is,to ac- 
knowledge her inferiority: the next, to carry her ſelfe as in- 
feriour, Firſt chen the wives iudgement muſt be convinced, 
| chat ſhe is nat her husbands equal, yea that her husband is 
her better by\farre; elſc there can bee no contentment, ei- 
ther in her heart,or inher houſe, If ſhee ſtand vpon termes | 
of cqualicy, much more of being better than he is, the very 
root of 250d carriage is withered, and the fountaine there- 
of dryed/vp, Out of place, out of peace. And woe to theſe | 
; miſerable aſpiring ſhoulders , that content not themſclues 

rotake their roome,next below the head. If euer thou pur- 

\ poſe to bea good wife, agd to live comfortably, ſer downe 
; this with thy felfe. fine husband rs my ſuperiour, my better ;* 
he hath authority and rule over mee : Nature hath giuen it 
him, haning framed our bodies to tendernes, mens to mcre 
hardnefſe. God hath giuen it him, ſaying ro our firſt mo- | 
ther Euah , Thy deſire ſhalbe ſubiett to bim, and hee ſhall rule | 
ouer thee, His will is the tye and tedder euen of my delires 
and wiſhes. I will not ſtrive againſt G OD and nature. 
Though my ſinne hath made my placetedious, yet I] will ' 
confeſle rhe truch, ©Mine bhusband ts my ſweperiour, my better. 
If the wife doe not learne this leſſon perfeGily, if ſhe hatic it 
not without booke, enen at her fingers ends,as we ſpeake, 
ifher very heart condeſcend not to ii,tneie will bee wrang-. 
ling, repining, ſtriuing, viyng to be cquall with him, or a- | 
boue him; and thus their lite wilbe bur a battell, and a LV | 
ing ofmaſteries, A wofull living. | 
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28. Secondly , the wife being reſolued narher place, 


is the lower, mult carry herſelfe as an inferiour. It little 
bootes to confeſle his authority in word, if ſhee framenor | 
to ſubmiſſion indecde, Now ſhee ſhall teſtific her inferio- 
rityina Chriſtian manner , by practiſing thoſe two vertues 
of reuerence and obedience, which are appropriate to'the 


place ofinferiours. 


29. - And firſt forreuerence, the wife owes as much of 


| her, yeazas chey doe tohim: onely it is allowed that it bee 
| ſweetned with more love and more familiarity. The wife 
ſhould not thinke ſo erronioully of her place,as if ſhe were 
not bound _— with the children and ſeruants to reye- 


difference is onely this,ſhe may be more familiar, not more 
rude then they, 8s being more deare, not lefle ſubject to 


| him. 


0. Alſo thisreuerence of hers muſt bee both inward 
and outward, Firſt, herheart muſt bee kept inwardly , in 
| a durifull reſpe& of him, and ſhee muſt regard him as Gods 

Deputy, not looking to his perſon bur his place; nor think- 
ine ſo much who and what an one hee is, as whoſe officer. 


| This the Apoſtle doth very ſtrictly inioyne,faying, Zet the 


x 


| this duty : forif ſhee doe, her whole life befides will bee 
rude and vnbeſeeming. And you muſt know that the Apo- 
file rneanes heere not a flauiſh, but a louing feare , fuch as 
may well ſtand with the neareſt vnion of hearts, as between 
Chriſt and his Church. And this feare is when , in conſide- 
ration of his place, ſhee doth abhorre it as the greaye 
uill, next to the breach of Gods Commandement , tg 
| pleaſe and offend her husband, Men ſtand in right awe 
God,when they loath it as the greateſt of al euils,to bieake 
his Commandement and pricue his Spirit; and the&ife 
| : F | feares . 


——_—_—. 
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| that to her husband, as the children or the {zruants doe to |. 


rence her husband; all inferiours owe reverence alike; The 


wife ſee that ſhee feare her husband, As if hee had ſaid : 'Epbeſ 5 laſt | 
Of all things ler her moſt carefully labour not to faile in |verſe. | 


| 
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] red this precept, and cauie their husbandsto feare them, 
eB” . ; 
This impudencie, this vawomanitocd tracks the way to the 

{ P ys - 4 / | 
 harlors houſe , Jnd giues all wife men io know , that ſuch 


| as of loyaltie. Butifchou wilt bee a vertuous wife, deale 


feares her husband in good manner, when ſhe doth ſhunne 
it as the next cuill , to diſpleaſe, vricue and difobey her 
husband, who is next to GOD aboucherin the family. 
Such regard her heart muit have of her head, that ir keepe 
band and tongue andall from diterder., I know this isnor. 
cultomaBie, nay 1t 15 {Carce thought leemely among{t ma-! 
ny women; nay they care as Jittle for their husbands, as. 
they for them; yeatlicy deſpiſe him, yea they have jnuer- 


h-uc, or would, or foone will caſt off the care of honeſty, 


| | be muddy with negleR, ſo fhallthe ſtreames, 


1 fe&tion. Looke whar kinde of words or behauiour thou 
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with thine heart co makeit ſtand in awe of thine husband : 
' and k30yw that God hath not for nough,t given the former 
' Cazzeatio women, As thou growelt in this inward reue- 
| rence,{olooke to ger the better of all other infirmities : as 
| thou art careleſſe herein, ſo ſhalr thou bee peſtered with all 
other cnormirics, Where the heart ſets light by any one,the 


' words and geltures wilbe contemptuous, If the fountaine 


'31. Andas the heart principally, ſo next the outward 
behautour muſt be regarded in three ſpeciall things. Firſt,in 
ſpeeches and geſtures vnto him. Theſe mult carry the ſtamp 
edffeare vpon them,and not be cutted, ſharpe, ſullen, yaffo- 
aate,tecchiez but meeke,quiet,ſubmiſſiue, which may ſhew 
that ſhe conſiders who herſelfe is,and cowhom ſhe ſpeakes. 
The wives tangue towards her husband muſt bee neither 


rented; bur ſauouring of all lowlinefle andquietnefſe of af- 


1 wouldſt diſlike from thy feruant or childe, thoſe muſt thou 
not giueto thine husband : for thow'arr equally. comman- 
ded to be {ubie, Herein Sarah once faulted, ſhe was alofr 
inthe boughes ; God be [udge betweene me and thee. Heerein 


keene,nor looſe,her countenance neither {welling nor deri- 
| ging: her behaviour nor flinging, not puftng , not diſcon- 
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came ſcofling and flouting to her husband Daxid : How 


| ſomewhat vnfic fora Kings place ; ſhee cannot admoniſh 
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alſo Rachel offended, that inapelting chaſe came fiming,, 


and chod with her husbar.d ; Cie me children, or 1 die, Inceb 


| could not brooke this without anger, though he loved her 


tenderly, Herein HMicol allo was out of the way,when ſhe 


glorious ws the King of iſrael to day, cc. whenher husband 
in her conceite ( though not indeed )) carried himſelfe 


him in good ſort,bur with bitter taunting dreakesa jeſt yp. 
on him. Theſe examples ſhew how ſubiect women are to 
diſreuerent behauiour; and withall how lothſome, how vn- 
womanly they bee, Yet for all theſe warnings wee haue 
ſore women that can chate and ſcold with their husbands, 
and raile vpon them, and reuile them , and lhake then toe | 


gether with ſuch termes and carriage, as were vnſufterable | 


towards a {eruant. Staines of woman-kinde, blemiſhes of 
their ſexe, monſters innatures, botches of humane lociety, 
rude, graceleſlc, impudent, next to harlots, if not the ſame_ 


with them, Let ſuch words leaue a bliſter behinde them, | 


and let the canker cate out theſe tongues. Bur beſides 


theſe ſo notorious ones, euen women otherwile vertu- | 


Qus , mult ſee their faults in this behalfe. They can take 
vp their husbands with quicke ſpecches ſharpely ſer on. 
They can ſet them downe ſhort , with a cutted an{wer, 
with a frowning countenance , with a diſdainfull looke, 
andthe fide turned rowards them in diſpleaſure, * Why 
wilt thou teach thy children to bee rebellious, and ſhew 
thy ſeruants how to ſwell, pour, and fume ? Thinkefl 
thou ſuch bchauiour will not infe&t? Shail not they al- 
ſo vie it to thee ? or is it lelle tollerable in the ? 
Bee ſubmiſſiue rather -, and let them learne renercnce 
from thee to practiſe to thee, That woman makes her 
ſelfe vile, that ſets her husband at noughtr, orelle ſecmes | 


LO doe w 


32. Secondly,the wife muſt expreſſe reverence towards 


| 


| 


her husband in her ſpeeches and geſtures before him and ir 


his 
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| his preſence to others, H1s company muſt make her more 
| reſpetiuc how ſhee carries herſelfe towards any elie, Her 
words mult not be loud and ſnappith to the children, ro the 
ſeruants in his fight. If ſhee perceiue a fault, yet mult con- 
; fi0er, that her better lands by, and not fpeake without ne- 
| ccſhty; and then vtter that in more (ſtill and milde manner, | 
' which in his abſence ſhee may ſet on with more roundnes, 
No woman of gouernment will allow her children and ſer- 
uants to bee loud and brawling before her ; and ſhall ſhee | 
| before her husband bee ſo herſelfe ? What is become of in- 
| feriority then ? Yea her reverence doth intoyne her filence 
vR NI when ſhee ſtands by. 1 meane not: vtter abftinence from 
x Hh ſpeech, but vhng few words, and thoſe low and milde, | 
1 Tim 3.21, | not eagre, not loud, Pax! commands the women to 
learne- in filence. The word 1s, in quietneſſe : wherein he not 
| alone inioynes a publicke, but euen a generall Gilence to 
{=} hold in the houſe and other like meetings : for why ſhould 
_ | that bee reſtrained without any necde, which doth well 
receiue a larger extent ? The reaſon of which duty is 
grounded euen vpon the conlideration of the two ſexes : for 
even as youth is inferiour to age, and the yong folke to the 
aged ( voleſſe ſome other reſpect doe DT Tallonce this 
difference, as ſometimes it falles our that the younger is in 
authority, and theelder vader it; the younger hath more 
excellent gifts; the elder fewer, and ſuch like; by which the 
inferiority of young men is ſhadowed, and as it were coue- 
red:) ſo 1s the male ſexe preferred before the female in de- 
 gree of place & dignity, as allmen will yceld that read what 
the Scriptures ſpeake in that behalfe, Now if there bee an 
inferiority of the ſexe, by what thing ſhould it bee better 
expreſled, ratherthen this, by which alfo younger people 
mult teſtifie theirs, namely, to ſpeake little and low before 
'them? For whatleſſe thing can bee required in witneſſe of 
this difference? Let women then cither excuſe char and 
loudneſle in young folkes before their ancients, in children- 
and (cruanrs before themyor clſe condemne it in themſelues. 
before their husbands , yea before any men. I know this 


is | duty 
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| duty goes againſt the haire : for where there is ſuddennefſſe 
| ofwit, and (carcity of wiſedome (as in the moſt of this 
| ſexe comparatiuely ) there is readines to ſpeake, and mul- 


; women ( chiefly when it comes to loud and earneſt words) 
| hath bene reputed a fault moſt of all in the husbands pre- 
| ſence. Now then let women learne filence, and let the 
| reuerent account of their husbands worke in them a ſpeci- 
| all moderation of ſpeech whilelt they bee in place, 


|. 33. Thirdly, the womans ſpeeches of thehusband be- 

hinde his backe , muſt bee dutifull and reſpeRiue. Shee 
muſt not call him by light names, nor talke of him with 
any kinde of careleſeſſ and ſJightnes of ſpeech, much lefſe 
with deſpitefull and reprochfull termes. Heereinthe god- 


—— 


towed in practice, When ſhee thought of her husband in 


the abſence of all company, ſhee intituled him by thename 
of my Lord, If in her priuate conceic ſhee gaue him ſo 


company ? what in his owne preſence ? what vnto him- 
ſelfe? Sothe women mult inure themſclues to ſubmiſhue- 
nefſe of thoughts and ſpeeches in their husbands abſence, 


that they may the better practiſe the {ame in their preſence: 


brooke a childe {ſpeaking diſgracefully and murmuringly 


of his father behinde his þacke ? And ſhall it be ſuffered in 


—— 
— 


a wife ? By how much heere is more certaine tryall of: her 
her inward affeQion & diſpoſition, by fo much muſt ſhe be 
more attentiue to her words mn fuch caſe. Very dread may 
make a woman giue good words before her hiisbands face, 
becauſe ſhe dares do no other, and he will brooke none o- 
ther; but this ſhcwes a conſcionable ſubieion, when ſhe 
| will not thinke nor ſpeake of him,though hce be farre from 
hearing, without ſome note of good regard , that thoſe 


| her Gouernour and het better. He that allowes not an eu1ll 


9 


tirude of words; but amongſt all wiſe-men,talakatjuenes of 


ly fact of Sarah, commended to our imitation, muſt be fol. | 


good and honourable titles, what would ſhe baue done in 


for cuſtome in this thing hath great force, Who would. 


which heare may pe1ceive ſhee doth account of him as 
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| thought of the Prince, will not allow euill ſpeeches of the | 
husband in priuate talke betweene neighbours : for hee 
rs the houlbold Prince, the domeſticall King ; Though | 
thine husband bee from thee , let thy feare of him bee 
with thee , that in mentioning him to others thou 
ſhew not contempt. And for Reuercnce thus much. 


i —— i—_ 


| 
{ 
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34. Obedience followes : as concerning which duty 
a plaine text auers it to the full, ſaying ; Let the Wife bee 
ſaubiett to her hasband in all things, tn the Lord, Whacneed 
wee further proofe ? Why is thee his wife, if hee will | 
not obey? and how can ſhec require obedience of rhe 
children and feruants, if ſhee will nor yeeld to the huſ- 
| band 2 doth nor ſhee exaRt ic in his name , and as his 
depatic ? Bur the thing will not bee ſo much queſtio- 
| ned, as the meaſure : Not whether ſhee muſt ovey, bur 
how farre. iWherefore wee muſt extend it as farre as 
| the Apoſtle, to a generality of things, to all chings, ſo 
it: bece- in the Lord. 1n whatſoever thing obeying of him 
doth not diſobey God, ſheemuſt obey : and if not jn all 
things, it were as good in nothing, It is a thankcleſle 
ſcruice, 1f nor gen ' To yeeld alone in things that 
pleaſe her ſelfe is not to obey him, but her owne af- | 
fecions. T he tryall of. obedience is , when it crofſerh 
her deſires. To Þz that which hee biddes, when ſhee \ 
would have done without his bidding , what praile is | 
it 2 Bur this declares conſcionable ſubmiſſion , when 
ſhee chuſerh rto'doe what her-ſelfe would not , becauſe 
her husbands:/ wils it., And ſeeing thee. requireth the 
like largenefle 'of duty.m his name from the ſeruants, 
her-ſelfe ſhall bee Indge againſt her-ſelfe, it ſhee giue | 
not what ſhec lookes to receive, Burt it ſufficeth nor 
that her obedience reach to all things that are lawful, 
ynlcfle it Þ ce allo willing , ready, without brawling, | 
contending, thwarting, ſowrenefle, A good worke may 
_ | bee marred in the manner of doing. And as good ſtuffe 
is ſpilt by bad making, ſo doth the wite diigrace and 
1} - diſh. 
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diſigure her obedience' 1f ſnec hang off and comtend; 
; and bee impatient, and will nor, tili (hee cannot chuſe. 
| Needes m:iſt, needes ſhall, wee ſay in the Pcouerbe. Such 
| kinde of yeelcing declares no reuerence , deſerues no 
' praiſe. Then ir is laudeble, commendable, a note of a 
' vertuous woman, a dutttull wife, when ſhee ſubmits 
' her-ſelfe with quictnefle, chceretully , een asa wel-bro- 
\ ken hoyſe rturncs at the leaft turning , lands at the leaſt 
check of the riders bridle, readily going and landing as he 
wilthes that fits vpon his bathe. It you will haue your obe- 
| dience worth any thing,make no tumult about it outward- 
ly, allow none w thin, 
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35. And for the leſle principall duties of husband. 


and wite concerning their ordinary ſociety, thus much. 1 
come now to ſuch as concerne the marriage-bed , which 
are as needfull to bee knowne as the. former , becdle of- 
fences in that kinde are more capitall and cangerous, 
though nor ſo publique, Their matrimoniall meetings | 
muſt haue theſe three properties, Firlt, it muſt be cheere- 
| full : they muſt louingly, willingly and familiarly commu- 
| nicatethemſelues vnto theinſelues, which is the beft mcans 
' tO coltinue and nouriH their muruall naturallloue,and by 
which the true and proper ends of marttimony ſhall bee at- 
j tained in beſt manner : for the husband js not his owne, 
| butthe wifes, and the wife the husbands, Secondly, their | 
' meeting muſt bee ſanRified. Paw faith,meate, drinke and | 
marriage are good, being ſa:Cified by prayer, Men and | 
WOmen att. nat come together as brute creatures and | 
ynreiſonable beaſts , through the heatc of defire'; bur | 
| muſt ſee their Maker In that. lits ordinance :, and we | 

| 

| 

| 


| 


5 th 


his bleſfing ſolemnely as at meals, ( the Apotle ſpeakes 
of both alike ) that marriage may indeede bee bleſſed 
vato them. To ſanQifie the marriage-bed , and vfe. it 
| reuerently with prayer and thankſ-giving , will make 
it moderate , and keepe them, frm. growing wearie 


each of other ( as in many ir falles our,.) and cauſe that 
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luſt ſhall bee allwaged, which elſe ſhall bee increaſed -4 


theſe meetings. Propagation and chaſtity, the two chiefe 
] ends of marriage, are beſt attained by prayer aud thankſ(. 
piuing in the v{ethereof, without which they will hardly | 
come, or not with comfort, Neither is it more then needs, | 
| |toſeeGotin that which ſo m— roucheth our ſelues , as | 
the hope of poſterity : him, as the increaſe of his king. 
dome. Let Chriſtians therefore know the fruite of prayer 
eueninall things. Thirdly, taeir nuptiall meetings muſt 
bee ſcaſonable, and at lawtfull times, There 1s a ſeaſon 
when God and Nature ſcioynes man and wife in this re- 
| ſpe&t. The woman is made to be fruirfull ; and therefore al- 
| ſo more moiſt and cold of conſtitution. Hence it is that. 
| theirnaturall heate ſerues not to turne all their ſuſtenance 
| into their owne nouriſhment ; but a quantity redounding 
is ſet apart in a conuenient place to cheariſts and nouriſh 
the conception, when they ſhall conceiue. Now this re- 
. | dundant humour ( called their flowers or termes ) hath (if 
| no conception bee) itMmonethly iflue or enacuation, { and 
| in ſome oftner) vnleſſe there bee extraordinary ftoppings 
{and obſtructions, laſting for fixe-or ſeuen dayes in the | 
moſt : Sometimes alſo this ifſue, through weakenes and | 
infirmitie of nature, doth continue many more dayes. Al- 
| wayes after child-bitth'there is a larger and longer empty- | 
ing, becauſe of the former rerention , which continueth | 
commonly for foure, fiue or ſixe weekes, & in ſome longer, 
Now in all theſe three times and occaſions, it is funply vn. | 
lawfull for a man to company with his own wife, The Lord 
telles vs fo, Lewit.15,c. 19, 25.ver. allo chap. 18 ver. 1g. 
| alſo chap. 20 ver, 18. Of which placesit is needfull, that 
'marrie people ſhould take notice : to which I ſend them. 
Neither fer women thinke themſelues diſgraced , becauſe I 
haue laid this matter open in plaine, but modeſt ſpeeches. 
Where God threatens death to the offender, can the Mini- 
1g ſter bee faithful, ifne doe hor plainely declare the offence ? | 
This fault is by GOD condemned to the punifhment/of { 
death, Lewit. 20.18, Beare then with neceſſary plainneſſe, 
And 
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And let no woman grieue that.the cauſc of her fruicfulnes 
| is knowne, when ſhee reioyceth to bee found fruitfull, Say 
not, that I may let them reade it, What if they cannot ? 
| what if they will not 2 Can the Miniſter fo diſcharge his 
office, of giving men warning that they bnne nor, becauſe 
they may reade it?.Bur if any through niccneſle or other- | 
wiſe, doe take ſnuffe at this openneſle (for ynmodelt and 
obſcene ſpeech they haue heard none, } they ſhall argue 
rhemſelues guilty of the {inne , which they would not haue 
knowne ; and ſhew rather a willingnes ro commir euill, 
then proue it cuilltoteach that plainely which God hath 
plainely revealed ro be knowne. In a word, we mult ſpeake 
all the truth ,' you ſhould with willingnes heare all; if.nar, 
you muſt againſt your will, Though men. will be offended, | 
wee muli not conceale what God will haue knowne, And 
thus you haue heard the duties of married Joy ar 
and leſſe principall,; for their common ſociety both mutuall 
{ and ſpeciall; and forfhcir nupriall ſociery inthe marriage- 


bed. Now though I haue bene long, 1 will tarry to make 
ſome vic and application. | 


- 36. And firſt, this miniſters a good inſtitution to young 
and ynmarricd people, that they doe not vnaduiiedly ruſh 
into this eſtate. A thing of ſuch difficulty ſhould not bee 
lightly yndertaken, They ſhall haue their hands full.; 
duty, if they get not their hearts full of grace, and thei I 
heads full of wiſedome ; they ſhall finde an houſe full of 
trouble, and alife full of woe, meeting with gall in fteadof 
hony, and grauell in ſtead of nouriſhing morlels, Wouldft 
thou be married ? See what wiſedome, what patience, what 
grace fitto gouerne or fit to obey thou findeſt in thy ſelfe, 
Get theſe againſt thou cometo vic them , orelſe marriage | 
will got yecld thee ſuch contentment , as thine imaginati- 


7. 
- 


an; muſt warryhefore they hauc any power to praQtiſe, any 
(vnderſtanding ta know their duties; ſotk.cy trouble them- 
{clues and diferedi their cltate both ar once. He that leapes | 
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 ouer a broad dirch with a ſhort ſtaffe, ſhall fall into the | 
midſt ; and hee that enters vpon matrimony without care | . 
to atraine great prace, ſhalbe mired and douſled in diſqui- 

erment and vexation, Let ynmarried people thinke of this, 
and be wiſe, - 

37. Secondly, I muſt aduiſe all married perſons , to | 
grow acquainted with theſe duties, and to marke their fai- 
lings in the ſame But miltake me not. I would that the wite 
ſhould know hers, the husband his, and both the common 
duties. I defire that they ſhould obierue each their owne, 
not ſo much eachothers faylings, Indeed it may be feared, 
that divers hearers now will bee worſe for hearing, becauſe 
they heard amifſe, The husband may perhaps ring his wife 
a peale of her duty when hee comes home, and tell her how 
her faults wereriptvp; and yer never conſider or meditate 
| of his owne dutics or faults, The wite alſo may likely te]] 
him of his owne at home, when ſhe hath little or nothing ro 

ſay to her-ſelfe, Thus both ſhall be worſe, when they ſecke 
to vpbraide each other, not to amend cach ones ſelfe, Thou 
bu>band didſt liften attentively when the womans duties 
were handled, and thoughtſt, There he met with my wife ; 
{uch a time (hee ſherved lictle reverence , leffe obedience. 
Thou witc hadſt the like thoughts concerning thine huſ- 
| band: There hee told him home of his duty. It is not long 

fince hee ſhewed himſelfe neither wiſe nor gentle. ] would 
hee would ſee to amend. Vnwiſe man, vawiſe woman : 
why hadſt chou not moſt care of thine owne ſoule? Couldſt 
thou marke what was good for anothers diſcaſe, not what 
for thine owne? Wilt thou grow «kilfull in his way, and 
not know one foot of that wherein thy felfe muſt travel}? 
Brethren, (ſiſters, ler this be altered in vs. If thou be a Chri- 
tian husband, haue more care to know that, and bee more | 
frequent in conſidering that , for which thine owne !oule | 
mutt anſwer, then whar lics to the accounts of another. Fo. 
doe thou that arr a Chriſtian wife. And thatman or woman | 
that ſees not more faults and failings in himor her-ſelfe | 
then the yoke-fellow, bewraies wondrous great pride, ig- 
no- 
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rorance andhypocrifie. if hee or ſhee benor marched ich 
one too toonotoriuus for ill demeanours. If the heart were | 


well rouched, it owne ſhnnes would bee more vrieuous the 
husbands or wiues lefſle. Contend therefore , not how 


| ſhortthy yoke- fellow comes , but not to come ſhore thy 
| ſelte. Paſſe by theothers failings more ea{ily, be more cenſo- 


rious towards thine owne: this were to deale as a Chrittian 


any work, that would caft his eye more vpon his neighbors 
fingers than his owne. Neither was hee ever good icholler 
that would con his fcllowes, and not regard the taske im- 
poled vpon himſelfe, And that makes hal ad wiues 
{uch ill pay-maſters one to another, becauſe they looke of. 
ten what is owing to them,not dat they owe, I doubt not 
but experience will backe my ſpeech, if | pronounce that 
they be not the beſt husbands & wives, which are heardro 


| complaine much of their yoke-fellow es defects in dutie, 


little of their own. And yet isnot this ordinar y ? Euery man 


would be a good husband,it his wife werenot ſo bad:& ſhe 


a good wife, were nothe FA exceſſively faulty, Al the accuſa- | 


tions,al the judgings are datted at each other. What folly is 
this? Vaderſtand idleman and woman, it is not rhe requi- 
ring or receiving of duty from others , bur the knowing & 
performing of what pertaines to thy. ſclfe, that will proue 
thee a Chriſtian, comfort thee in cempration, rcloice thee iN 
death, and ſtand for thee in judgment. And yet art thou 
{cloud and much in calling for duty , ſo mute and dumbe 
and ignorant in yeelding it ? To conclude therefore, 


know thine owne dutie beſt, marke moſt thine owne tran(- 


greſi;ings of duty; then ſhale thou bee free from brawles 
with thy yoke-fcllow, if thou be taken vp ks ack A- 
bout thy ſelte: : and thers is no better mcanes of peacein 
families, than that euery one (ſhould lcarne and ply his own 
worke ce and labour to mend his owne faults. Haue you 
then bene both oc either vnchaſte,ynlouing, vnfaithful ? rc« 

ent both; and ſtraine not curteltie who ſhall beginne: but 
let either ſer other a copic of goodneſle, And if you will 
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cuen to iudgetby ſelfe, He never yet learnt to worke well jn | 
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needs ſtrive, let it be, which ſhall be:the beſt, which mend 
firſt, Haſt thou bene a fooliſh , pafſhonate , vniult husband; | 
full of bitter words, perhaps alſo ( which is monſtcous ) of | 
| blowesin anger, ſccking and ſcroing why'felfe alone, and | 
not regarding thy wives goad, fo thou mighteſt/goe away | 
with thine owne wil 7 Diue not into her faults,cry not our, 
ſhe hath bene thus and thus to me: but repent of thy birrer-= | 
nes, vnthr:frines, folly of all forts : confeſſe ir to God; be- 
ſeech him to make thee a better husband;rhatthy wife may 
bee better, Haſt thou bene a diſdainfult, contemptuous, | 
brawling, impatient, difcontented, and diſobedient wife? | 
| aske thine hearc before God,and difſemble nor. If yea,cla- | 
| mour not againſt thine husbands foily, exclaime nor of his | 
| raſhnes and hardnes ; but condemne thy ſelfe before ,-and | 
| call ypon God,to make thee feare and obey thine husband, 

as a Commander vnder him. Entreat him of mercy to make | 
thee berter,that thy husband alſo may be better. Follow the | 
Prouerbec, and let every of you mend one,I meane himlelfe, | 
and contention wil ceaſe, Pray for each ones ſelfe firſt,then 
for each other. Where you haue offended, labour to ſeeit, 
confeſle, beywaile ir, and call for power to reforme, and bee 

not skilfull ro caſtthe fault vpon another , but co caſt it. 

out of thy ſelfe. So ſhall your loues bee ſure; yaur 
hearts comfortable, your example commen- 
dable, your houſes peaceable, your 
ſelues ioyfull, your lives cheare- 
full, your deaths blefſed, 
and your memories 
happie for 
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F 2+ Speciall, pertaming to either ſeparately, | 


5 2. Snch as concerne their ſociety in the marriage- | 


72 The ae 4 ang of he married | 


people are either 


r. .; rincipall the breach of which annihilates the former 
couenant by thems mnde : which are 
1. 7he chaſte keeping of their bodies for each other : to 
- which « oppoſed adnlterie : ſeit, 3.' 


2. Cobabitation or {ge together : to which is oppo- | 


ſed defertion : ſett. 
2, Leſſe Principal : the a whereof notwithſtanding, 
tbe commant is firme : and theſe are of two forts : 


: 


I. Such as concerne their ordinary ſociety of life : which are 


either 
x. Afutuall; ſuch 4s both muſt mutually pe: forme : 
which doe refpeft either 


1, Loxe, ſeft. 7, 
1. Their perſons, nd 3, FO & help- 
are 


4 frulnes conioyne d, ſeft.1 x. 
| 2. Ther _ 4 5 1. Maintenance:ſeit.13. | 


concerning their 2. Gonerning: ſeit, 14. | 


”% 


\ 2. The husbasd : whoſe duties are 
| I. 70 keepe his authority: ſell. x5, 
2. Towſe his authority : of which I ſhew 


< ; 1. The end: ſeft,x6. Soles ſa. 18. 
| 
( 


2. 7 he manner, with <\ %, /Mecknes: ſeft 2x. 
three vertwes, 

2. The wife : whoſe dntic is 

4 F. 7 oconfeſſe her inferiority. -ſolt. 27. 


2. Tocarry herſelfe as inferiour 
I. Inrexerence : ſet. 29. 


2. Obedience : ſett. 54. 


; bed, that it bee © 1. Lowng. 
2. Santtified. ſeit, 35. 
3. Seaſonable. 


3. Inſtice : ſeft, 26. : 


